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While a desire to protect the nuclear deal had some effect on the Obama
administration's posture toward the group, interagency coordination problems
were a much bigger factor.

D id the Obama administration torpedo investigations into Hezbollah criminal activities in its zeal to secure
the Iran deal? A recent Politico report concluded it did, but the story is more complicated than that. Itis as
wrong to accuse the Obama administration of “letting Hezbollah off the hook” as it is to assert that protecting the

Iran nuclear deal had no impact on decisions to target Hezbollah’s criminal behavior. In fact, the real story here is

not about Hezbollah or the Iran Deal so much as bureaucratic turf battles and competing intelligence assessments...

To read the full paper, download the PDF above or visit the Lawfare website (http://lawfareblog.com/matthew-
levitt-search-nuance) . %

Lawfare Research Paper Series

RECOMMENDED


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/matthew-levitt
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/matthew-levitt
http://lawfareblog.com/matthew-levitt-search-nuance

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

Why and How to Walk Back Biden’s Suspension of Weapons Delivery to Israel

May 10, 2024
.
Robert Satloff

(/policy-analysis/why-and-how-walk-back-bidens-suspension-weapons-delivery-israel)

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

What Hamas Wants in Postwar Gaza: The Power to Fight Without the Burden of Governing

May 10, 2024
.
Matthew Levitt

(/policy-analysis/what-hamas-wants-postwar-gaza-power-fight-without-burden-governing)

BRIEF ANALYSIS
Tracking Anti-U.S. Strikes in Iraq and Syria During the Gaza Crisis

May 10, 2024

.
Michael Knights,
Amir al-Kaabi,
Hamdi Malik

(/policy-analysis/tracking-anti-us-strikes-irag-and-syria-during-gaza-crisis)

TOPICS
Proliferation (/policy- Terrorism (/policy-
analysis/proliferation) analysis/terrorism)

U.S. Policy (/policy-analysis/us-
policy)


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/why-and-how-walk-back-bidens-suspension-weapons-delivery-israel
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/what-hamas-wants-postwar-gaza-power-fight-without-burden-governing
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/tracking-anti-us-strikes-iraq-and-syria-during-gaza-crisis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/proliferation
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/terrorism
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/us-policy

REGIONS & COUNTRIES

Iran (/policy- Lebanon (/policy-
analysis/iran) analysis/lebanon)


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iran
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/lebanon

	In Search of Nuance in the Debate over Hezbollah's Criminal Enterprise and the U.S. Response
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



