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The eighth volume in the Institute's Counterterrorism Lecture Series features
expert briefings by officials, business leaders, and CT practitioners from 2016
and 2017.

I n step with the progression of the coalition war against the Islamic State over the course of 2016, the threat of IS-
directed attacks in the West continued to trend upward, posing significant challenges for social media

companies, law enforcement, intelligence agencies, and local communities alike.

Edited by Matthew Levitt, this eighth volume in the Institute's Counterterrorism Lectures Series spans the period
from February 2016 to November 2017, offering a snapshot of how officials, experts, and CT practitioners addressed

some of the most pressing challenges at the height of the battle against IS and the beginning of its decline.
This volume includes lectures by the following experts; the positions were current at the time of presentation:
e Ali Mohsen al-Alaq, governor, Central Bank of Iraq

e Shanna Batten, director, Community Resilience Initiatives Program, Center for Health and Homeland Security,

University of Maryland
e Rand Beers, deputy assistant to the president for Homeland Security, Obama administration
e Monika Bickert, head of global policy management, Facebook

e William Brannif, executive director, National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism
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