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Although recent elections in the long-disputed territory delivered a resounding
message of support for Moroccan dominion, Algeria still seems bent on
imposing independence.

F atima Mansouri made history last month by becoming Morocco’s first female prime minister. King
Mohammed VI's appointment of the 50-year-old French-trained lawyer, former member of Parliament and
mayor of Marrakesh, has dominated postelection media coverage. But Ms. Mansouri’s rise, while newsworthy, isn’t
the most consequential result of the balloting. In 2020, the first Trump administration recognized Moroccan
sovereignty over the disputed territory of Western Sahara. Since then, dozens of countries have followed. But several

holdouts, notably neighboring Algeria, remain opposed to its integration with the kingdom...

embraces-morocco-dff25f01) **

RECOMMENDED


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/david-schenker
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/david-schenker
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/western-sahara-embraces-morocco-dff25f01

. BETION,
e e

o
WS Trryre vORT

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

Algeria’s New Bid for Regional Influence

Oct 15, 2026
*
Sabina Henneberg

(/policy-analysis/algerias-new-bid-regional-influence)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Israel's Most Consequential Election?

Oct 16, 2026

*
Tamar Hermann,
Yaakov Katz,
Amit Segal

(/policy-analysis/israels-most-consequential-election)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Making Lebanon’s Pilot Zones Work at the Tampa Talks and Beyond

Oct 15, 2026

*
Hanin Ghaddar,
Majd Harb

(/policy-analysis/making-lebanons-pilot-zones-work-tampa-talks-and-beyond)

TOPICS

Arab & Islamic Politics (/policy-analysis/arab-islamic-
politics)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/algerias-new-bid-regional-influence
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/israels-most-consequential-election
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/making-lebanons-pilot-zones-work-tampa-talks-and-beyond
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/arab-islamic-politics

North Africa (/policy-analysis/north-
africa)


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/north-africa

	Western Sahara Embraces Morocco
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



