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Brief Analysis

Join us for a special webcast on the state of Middle Eastern studies in America.
Watch live starting at 12:00 p.m. EDT (1600 GMT) on Tuesday, October 13, 2026.

A quarter-century ago, The Washington Institute published Ivory Towers on Sand
https://martinkramer.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/10/ivorytowers.pdf) , Dr. Martin Kramer’s scathing

critique on the state of Middle Eastern studies in American higher education. Coming just days after the September
11 attack, his assessment touched a nerve and became a bestseller featured in media across the country. The
academic situation only worsened in later years as creeping politicization became widespread and almost
mainstream, only to reach new depths in the wake of Hamas’s October 7, 2023, attack on Israel. At the same time,

however, bright spots emerged as innovators considered new ways to reform and even remake the field.

To discuss the evolution and future of Middle Eastern studies, The Washington Institute is pleased to announce a

virtual Policy Forum with:
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Dr. Martin Kramer, the Institute’s Walter P. Stern Fellow, a Middle East historian at Tel Aviv University, and
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Dr. Gary Samore, director of the Crown Center for Middle East Studies at Brandeis University, a senior fellow with
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The Policy Forum series is made possible through the generosity of the Winkler Lowy Foundation. %
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