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International actors, while expressing confidence in the country’s political
progress, struggled to adapt to economic resistance from the national labor
union, the destabilizing effects of terrorism, and interference from outside
actors.

I n the decade after the Arab Spring uprisings of 2011, Tunisia emerged as the region’s best prospect for a
transition to democracy, boasting achievements such as a new constitution, free and fair elections, and
commissions addressing corruption, media freedom, and women’s rights. International actors responded by offering
strong rhetorical support for the North African country along with substantial pledges of financial aid. Yet even while
recognizing that Tunisia’s political success must be built on economic reforms, these actors failed to adapt to
troubling developments such as resistance to change from the national labor union, the destabilizing effects of

terrorist violence, and interference from outside actors.
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In this detailed study, Sabina Henneberg traces the efforts of four donors—the World Bank, IMF, United States, and
European Union—to bolster economic reform during Tunisia’s postrevolutionary decade. The door may appear
closed today amid President Saied’s consolidation of power, but this study explains how future efforts could yield
greater success if they focus on a longer timeframe, condition aid on reform, and prioritize sustained outreach to a
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