Policy Analysis (/policy-analysis) /
Articles & Op-Eds

Between Intent and Capability: Assessing the Lack of Iranian
Attacks on the U.S. Homeland

by Matthew Levitt (/fexperts/matthew-levitt)

May 6, 2026

Also published in War on the Rocks

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

s b

Matthew Levitt (/experts/matthew-levitt)

Matthew Levitt is the Fromer-Wexler Senior Fellow and director of the Reinhard Program on Counterterrorism and Intelligence at The Washington
Institute.

®

Articles & Testimony

Although the threat may be somewhat diminished by the damage inflicted on
Tehran’s security and intelligence agencies, the regime will reconstitute those
capabilities over time and may calculate that the benefits of attacking highly
vulnerable targets inside the United States outweigh the risks.

T hree days into the war, Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps said the quiet part out loud: it had long
carried out terrorist plots around the world and now intended to deploy those capabilities against the U.S.
homeland. And yet, as of this writing, two months after that threat, authorities have yet to report a single homeland
plot specifically tied to Iran. Lone offenders appear to have carried out attacks on their own, some clearly angered by
the war, but authorities have yet to establish links between these plots and Iranian intelligence or security agencies,
their terrorist proxies, or criminals hired as cutouts to carry out attacks. This is surprising, not only because of the
explicit threat to target the homeland, but because Iranian-linked plots have been thwarted elsewhere around the
world since the war began, and because Iran has a track record of plotting attacks in the United States. Indeed, Iran
and its proxies have spent years investing in what U.S. counterterrorism officials describe as a “homeland option” in
the United States. Intent and capability, two factors typically associated with assessing threats, could help explain

why...

Read the full article on the War on the Rocks website. (https://warontherocks.com/between-intent-and-
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