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An in-depth look at the swift and dramatic changes that have occurred in
Syria's vulnerable network of Islamic State detention sites, and why the
international community can't just “move on” from the issue.

I n early 2026, almost seven years after it began, the indefinite detention of tens of thousands of Islamic State
affiliates and their families in northeast Syria ended in chaos after a massive breakout from Al-Hol detention
camp and the transfer of thousands of the group’s fighters to Iraq. Observers now ask: How did we get here, what
happened, and what does this mean for countering the Islamic State? To answer these questions, it is vital to
consider the heterogeneous group held in northeast Syria, how they got there, and the policy decisions that shaped
their detention. As the situation has quickly and drastically changed, this article considers the short- and long-term

security implications for Syria and beyond...
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