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In-Depth Reports

The transitional leadership can claim several successes, but a shadow
government, opaque economic practices, and uneven accountability for former
regime crimes could undermine progress.

A year after the collapse of the Assad regime, Syria’s transitional leadership can claim tangible successes in
seeking to rebuild a state hollowed out by civil war, corruption, and decades of authoritarian rule. The
government in Damascus is restoring basic services like electricity and schooling, reopening diplomatic channels,
and pursuing investment opportunities with regional partners like Saudi Arabia. But a pervasive shadow
government, opaque economic practices, and uneven accountability for former regime crimes threaten to
undermine this progress and the public’s trust. Syria’s ultimate trajectory remains an open question, and the

leadership will need discipline to avoid a return to the conflict so common in post—civil war states.

DOWNLAND A PDF OF THIS STUDY. (HTTPS://WWW.WASHINGTONINSTITUTE.ORG/SITES/DEFAULT/FILES/PDF/POLICYNOTE163ZELIN.PDF)

In this Policy Note, expert Aaron Zelin draws on two visits to Syria along with written and oral sources to assess
governance under the transitional authorities, mapping both progress and obstacles. He also offers
recommendations for U.S. policy, from sanctions relief to transitional justice, making clear that a successful Syria

will promote regional stability and American interests. %

RECOMMENDED


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/aaron-y-zelin
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/aaron-y-zelin
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/sites/default/files/pdf/PolicyNote163Zelin.pdf

The New Syria, Year Two: Rebuilding Institutions and Governance

December 4, 2025, starting at 12:00 noon EST (1700 GMT)
.

AaronY. Zelin,

James Jeffrey

(/policy-analysis/new-syria-year-two-rebuilding-institutions-and-governance)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Salvaging the Lebanon Ceasefire Amid Looming Deadlines and Threats of War

Dec 2, 2025

.
Hanin Ghaddar,
Assaf Orion

(/policy-analysis/salvaging-lebanon-ceasefire-amid-looming-deadlines-and-threats-war)

ARTIGLES & TESTIMONY

Khomeini Promised Free Water. Iran Is Running Out of It.

Nov 28, 2025
.

Holly Dagres
(/policy-analysis/khomeini-promised-free-water-iran-running-out-it)

TOPIGS
Arab & Islamic Politics (/policy-analysis/arab-islamic- Democracy & Reform (/policy-analysis/democracy-
politics) reform)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/new-syria-year-two-rebuilding-institutions-and-governance
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/salvaging-lebanon-ceasefire-amid-looming-deadlines-and-threats-war
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/khomeini-promised-free-water-iran-running-out-it
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/arab-islamic-politics
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/democracy-reform

Syria (/policy-
analysis/syria)


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/syria

	Institutions and Governance in the New Syria: Continuity and Change from the Idlib Model
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



