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he prequel to the current strikes against Iran came last July, when Israel so degraded a decades-long threat

from Lebanese Hezbollah that the group is now a shadow of its former self. Israel did not completely destroy

Hezbollah then, and it is unlikely to completely destroy Iran’s nuclear program now. But those are not the yardsticks

by which the Israeli operations should be measured. A better question is whether Israel significantly set those

malign projects back and created opportunities to further constrain Iran and Hezbollah’s militancy. If that is the

measure, both operations should be deemed successes...
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Just as with the Hezbollah missile threat in Lebanon, completely eliminating
the Iranian nuclear threat is not the best yardstick for Israel’s current
campaign.

Read the full text on the Boston Globe website.
(https://www.bostonglobe.com/2025/06/17/opinion/israel-iran-hezbollah-nuclear-program-war/)
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