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A closer look at the technical indicators that experts and officials will be
looking for to determine whether Israel’s campaign is setting the program
back, and how much.

I srael’s decision to attack Iran’s nuclear program might go down in history as the start of a significant regional
war, and the inflection point that led Iran to finally acquire nuclear weapons. But the strikes might also be
remembered as the first moment in decades in which the world no longer faced the risk of an Iranian bomb. For
years, analysts have studied the possible outcomes of such an attack—and have come away with very different
predictions. Now, everyone will find out which forecast was correct. It could take weeks before experts understand
the full extent of the damage Israel has dealt, let alone if and how Tehran will recover. The attacks, after all, aren’t
even over. But although it may not yet be possible to judge the long-term effects, analysts do know what to look for as

they evaluate the results. Some of those factors are quantifiable...
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