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fter a very public rift between billionaires, Elon Musk is on the outs with President Trump, but the goal of

downsizing the federal bureaucracy remains deeply ingrained in the administration. At the end of May, for

instance, in a move not apparently initiated by Musk or his staff, the Trump administration cut dozens of staff from

the National Security Council, which advises the president on international affairs and coordinates the interagency

policymaking process. This move—according to Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who also replaced Mike Waltz to lead

the NSC—is intended to make the council hew more closely to “its original purpose and the President’s vision.” But,

according to Axios, an anonymous official put it more bluntly: “The NSC is the ultimate Deep State...We’re gutting

the Deep State.” Critics argue that such drastic cuts will ultimately diminish U.S. influence in the world. Yet it is

worth remembering that debates over the size and scope of the national security bureaucracy fit squarely in a long-

standing American political tradition... 
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The breaking of the national security state is indeed a crisis, but it also
represents an opportunity to build a compromise approach tailored to the
world’s present-day threats, similar to the situation policymakers faced
immediately after World War II.

Read the full article on the Foreign Affairs website. (https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/why-
right-hates-national-security-state)

RECOMMENDED

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/michael-singh
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/michael-singh
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/why-right-hates-national-security-state


BRIEF ANALYSIS

From Diplomacy to Military Force: The Future of Iran’s Nuclear Program

June 16, 2025, starting at 11:00 a.m. EDT (1500 GMT)
◆

Michael Eisenstadt,
Zohar Palti,
Dennis Ross,
Dana Stroul

(/policy-analysis/diplomacy-military-force-future-irans-nuclear-program)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Israel Strikes Iran: Initial Assessments from Washington Institute Experts

Jun 13, 2025
◆

Matthew Levitt,
Michael Eisenstadt,
Patrick Clawson,
Dana Stroul,
Holly Dagres,
David Schenker

(/policy-analysis/israel-strikes-iran-initial-assessments-washington-institute-experts)

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

U.S. Ambiguity Shouldn’t Stop Work on a Two-State Solution

Jun 13, 2025
◆

David Schenker

(/policy-analysis/us-ambiguity-shouldnt-stop-work-two-state-solution)

TOPICS

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/diplomacy-military-force-future-irans-nuclear-program
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/israel-strikes-iran-initial-assessments-washington-institute-experts
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/us-ambiguity-shouldnt-stop-work-two-state-solution


Great Power Competition (/policy-analysis/great-power-
competition)  

Military & Security (/policy-analysis/military-
security)

U.S. Policy (/policy-analysis/us-
policy)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/great-power-competition
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/military-security
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/us-policy

	Why the Right Hates the National Security State: The Historical Roots of Trump’s Assault on the NSC
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS



