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Articles & Testimony

An in-depth look at why Congress should follow through on calls to sanction
the group, which has been closely tied to Iran-backed terrorism for decades.

T he Badr Organization has been described as “Iran’s oldest proxy in Iraq,” reflecting the paramilitary group’s
formation by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps over forty years ago. Despite maintaining close ideological
and operational ties to the IRGC, Badr has avoided being sanctioned by the U.S. government in the intervening
decades, largely by enfolding itself within Iraq’s democratic political processes and minimizing overt aggression
against the United States. Since 2020, various calls have been made by members of Congress to sanction Badr, and
Israel has also named the group as a belligerent in the Gaza conflict since 2023. With legislation under consideration
again on the issue of designating Badr leadership, this piece will review the recent evolution of the group, with the

objective of focusing more acutely on the “shared DNA” between Badr and U.S.-designated terrorist groups...

Read the full article on the Hudson Institute website. (https://www.hudson.org/international-

organizations/badr-organization-irans-oldest-proxy-iraq) **
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