
Policy Analysis (/policy-analysis) /
Articles & Op-Eds

Iraqi Oil and the Iran Threat Network
by Michael Knights (/experts/michael-knights)

April 2025

Also published in CTC Sentinel

T

Articles & Testimony

he Iran threat network suffered grievous blows in Lebanon, Syria, Gaza, and Iran itself in 2024, and this has

arguably made oil-rich Iraq even more important to the network. Facing renewed maximum pressure from the

United States, Iran needs not only Iraq’s terrorist fundraising potential but also its value as a “laundromat” through

which Iranian energy products can be fraudulently relabeled as Iraqi exports. Using their control of the Sudani

government, Iran-backed terrorist groups and militias are developing significant new strands of threat financing

using Iraq’s oil sector, which combine to provide billions of dollars of illicit value each year. Iraq is thus emerging as

Iran’s best bet for neutering the Trump administration’s renewed maximum pressure campaign...
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Terrorist organizations are exploiting Iraq’s energy sector to the tune of billions
of dollars per year, raising the need for more intensive efforts to trace how
revenues are routed into oil “voucher” programs and other diversion schemes.

To read the full article, download the PDF on this page or visit the CTC website  (https://ctc.westpoint.edu/iraqi-oil-

and-the-iran-threat-network/) .

RECOMMENDED

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/michael-knights
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/michael-knights
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/iraqi-oil-and-the-iran-threat-network/


BRIEF ANALYSIS

The Ceasefire in Gaza: Views on Security, Palestinian Governance, and Regional Dynamics

Oct 14, 2025
◆

Neomi Neumann,
Ghaith al-Omari,
Ehud Yaari,
Dana Stroul,
Soner Cagaptay,
James Jeffrey

(/policy-analysis/ceasefire-gaza-views-security-palestinian-governance-and-regional-dynamics)

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

Hamas Plots in Europe: A Shift Toward External Operations?

October 2025
◆

Matthew Levitt

(/policy-analysis/hamas-plots-europe-shift-toward-external-operations)

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

Hamas Is Not Done Fighting

Oct 14, 2025
◆

Matthew Levitt

(/policy-analysis/hamas-not-done-fighting)

TOPICS

Energy & Economics (/policy-analysis/energy-
economics)  

Terrorism (/policy-
analysis/terrorism)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/ceasefire-gaza-views-security-palestinian-governance-and-regional-dynamics
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/hamas-plots-europe-shift-toward-external-operations
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/hamas-not-done-fighting
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/energy-economics
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/terrorism


REGIONS & COUNTRIES

Iran (/policy-
analysis/iran)  

Iraq (/policy-
analysis/iraq)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iran
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iraq

	Iraqi Oil and the Iran Threat Network
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



