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Moscow’s position has weakened, but not for long, raising the need for quick
U.S. action on sanctions, investments, and broader economic assistance.

T he fall of Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad creates a once-in-a-generation opportunity to reshape the balance of
power in the Middle East. The weaponry that American policymakers can wield for that rebalance are not
bombs, but commerce. Washington needs a plan to create conditions for future U.S. investment to stabilize Syria—
and to make sure Russia doesn’t regain a foothold. If policymakers can smartly and strategically work with
American businesses and other partners, the U.S. can blunt Vladimir Putin’s plans to project power in the Middle

East, Europe and Africa...

Read the full article on the Hill website. (https://thehill.com/opinion/international/5080483-in-syria-

the-us-can-help-rebuild-while-supplanting-russian-influence/) *

RECOMMENDED

BRIEF ANALYSIS
Will Lebanon’s New Leaders Walk the Walk?

Jan 16, 2025
.
David Schenker


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/anna-borshchevskaya
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/anna-borshchevskaya
https://thehill.com/opinion/international/5080483-in-syria-the-us-can-help-rebuild-while-supplanting-russian-influence/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/will-lebanons-new-leaders-walk-walk

(/policy-analysis/will-lebanons-new-leaders-walk-walk)

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

How Trump Can Remake the Middle East

Jan 16, 2025
3
Dennis Ross

(/policy-analysis/how-trump-can-remake-middle-east)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Gaza Ceasefire: Implications for Israel, Hamas, and U.S. Policy

Jan 15, 2025

3
Dennis Ross,
Matthew Levitt,
Neomi Neumann

(/policy-analysis/gaza-ceasefire-implications-israel-hamas-and-us-policy)

TOPICS

Energy & Economics (/policy-analysis/energy-
economics)

Great Power Competition (/policy-analysis/great-power-
competition)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES

Syria (/policy-
analysis/syria)


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/how-trump-can-remake-middle-east
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/gaza-ceasefire-implications-israel-hamas-and-us-policy
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/energy-economics
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/great-power-competition
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/syria

	In Syria, the U.S. Can Help Rebuild While Supplanting Russian Influence
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



