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Beijing consistently supported the regime’s brutal repressive measures, so
cozying up to the rebel-led transition government may be more difficult than it
expects.

I n the months since the Israel-Hamas war began in October 2023, China has seized on the conflict to criticize not
only Israel but by extension the U.S. and its position in the region. For years, Chinese diplomats had been careful
to toe a centrist line in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, calibrating their language to avoid offending either side too
greatly. Yet as the conflict has dragged on the past year, and as the region’s criticisms of the U.S. have risen, Beijing
sensed an opportunity to diminish the U.S. standing while boosting its own. Chinese officials have regularly omitted
mention of Hamas’s atrocities while blasting (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/tracking-
chinese-statements-hamas-israel-conflict) Israel and the U.S. for its support. Now, however, the collapse of the

Assad regime in Syria has presented the U.S. with a similar opportunity...
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