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s a consequence of challenges to the American-led world order in recent years, there are limitations on what

Washington can actually do in the Sahel and Afghanistan from a policy perspective. Adversarial actors are in

control of the space, whether the Taliban’s Islamic Emirate in Afghanistan or Russia taking charge of

counterterrorism duties with countries in the Sahel. Therefore, due to the United States being more or less unable to

deploy traditional countering violent extremism (CVE) programming or support to local civil society actors in the

same way as other countries, the U.S. government needs to be nimble and show some level of patience. It is also

important to distinguish the Taliban and JNIM’s interest in engagement versus the Islamic State's. While both the

Taliban and JNIM are extreme in their own right, they both want to develop some level of legitimacy within the

international community or with governments in their own regions...
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