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Articles & Testimony

The group is following Hezbollah's playbook to a tee: first, secure victory simply
by surviving, then take hold of the postwar governance structure while
retaining its independent fighting force.

W ith its heinous October 7 assault on Israel, Hamas sought to put itself and the Palestinian issue back at the
center of the international agenda, even if that meant destroying much of Gaza. The attack was also meant
to thwart a possible normalization pact between Israel and Saudi Arabia that would promote Palestinian moderates
and sideline Hamas. But Hamas’s leaders also have political aims that may at first seem counterintuitive. They are
trying to relieve themselves of the sole burden of governing Gaza, which had become an impediment to the goal of
destroying Israel. And as new Chinese-brokered talks have underscored, the Hamas leadership is also trying to

jump-start a process of reconciliation with Fatah and the Palestinian Authority despite years of fierce hostility...
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