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Articles & Testimony

Greater decisiveness would have shortened the conflict, lessened the toll on
global maritime trade, and reassured U.S. partners in the region and beyond.

S ince the Houthis launched their assault on global shipping in November, the United States and its partners
have scrambled for ways to restore calm and commerce to the Red Sea. First, on December 18, Washington
assembled a maritime coalition designed to boost the U.S. presence in the area and promote regional security. Then,
in January, the United States started intercepting Iranian military shipments bound for the Houthis and issued
multiple warnings to the group. Finally, after nearly two months of continuous attacks in the Red Sea, the United
States and the United Kingdom launched a barrage of strikes against the Houthis’ facilities. But these attacks have
not halted or seemingly slowed the onslaught. The group has continued to lob missiles and drones, prompting

continued strikes by Washington and its allies...
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