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The real threat to U.S. interests in the region isn't rising Chinese influence, but
the erosion of Washington's influence.

W ill China broker a resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict? It is a question nobody is asking, because
the answer is obvious—not a chance. Yet after Beijing hosted Iran-Saudi talks that led those two rivals to
re-establish diplomatic relations in March 2023, some observers wondered if China had supplanted the U.S. as the
Middle East’s diplomatic broker. Since Hamas’s Oct. 7 massacre, China has put such illusions to rest: its conduct

shows that it is less interested in the success of its own initiatives than in the failure of Washington’s. The real threat

to U.S. interests in the Mideast isn’t rising Chinese influence, but the erosion of our own...
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