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hen Hamas took over the Gaza Strip by force of arms in 2007, it faced an ideological crisis. It could focus

on governing Gaza and addressing the needs of the Palestinian people, or it could use the Strip as a

springboard from which to attack Israel. Even then, Hamas understood these two goals were mutually exclusive. And

while some anticipated Hamas would moderate, or at least be co-opted by the demands of governing, this did not

happen. Instead, the group invested in efforts to radicalize society and build the militant infrastructure necessary to

someday launch the kind of attack that in its view could contribute to the destruction of Israel. This article explores

the road from Hamas’ 2007 takeover of Gaza to the October 2023 massacre...
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An in-depth look at the group’s post-2007 activities confirms that it was
steadily preparing the ground (and the population) for war while lulling foreign
officials into awaiting a moderation that would never come.

To read the full article, download the PDF on this page or visit the CTC Sentinel website
(https://ctc.westpoint.edu/the-road-to-october-7-hamas-long-game-clarified/) .

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/devorah-margolin
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/matthew-levitt
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/devorah-margolin
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/matthew-levitt
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/the-road-to-october-7-hamas-long-game-clarified/


RECOMMENDED

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Coordinated Iran Sanctions Require Coordinated Enforcement

Apr 19, 2024
◆

Matthew Levitt

(/policy-analysis/coordinated-iran-sanctions-require-coordinated-enforcement)

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

China’s Military Objectives and Operational Experience in the Middle East

Apr 19, 2024
◆

Grant Rumley

(/policy-analysis/chinas-military-objectives-and-operational-experience-middle-east)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

The Middle East's Perilous Moment: Policy Implications and Escalation Risks

Apr 18, 2024
◆

Dana Stroul,
Zohar Palti,
Farzin Nadimi

(/policy-analysis/middle-easts-perilous-moment-policy-implications-and-escalation-risks)

TOPICS

Arab & Islamic Politics (/policy-analysis/arab-islamic-
politics)  

Peace Process (/policy-analysis/peace-
process)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/coordinated-iran-sanctions-require-coordinated-enforcement
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/chinas-military-objectives-and-operational-experience-middle-east
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/middle-easts-perilous-moment-policy-implications-and-escalation-risks
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/arab-islamic-politics
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/peace-process


Terrorism (/policy-
analysis/terrorism)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES

Israel (/policy-
analysis/israel)  

Palestinians (/policy-
analysis/palestinians)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/terrorism
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/israel
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/palestinians

	The Road to October 7: Hamas’ Long Game, Clarified
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



