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Articles & Testimony

n the weeks since the Hamas massacre on October 7, pundits have debated whether or not Iran helped Hamas

develop the plan for the terrorist assault and if Iran had foreknowledge of the attack. Citing a Hamas source,

the Wall Street Journal reported (https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/iran-israel-hamas-strike-planning-

bbe07b25?mod=article_inline)  that Iran helped plot the attack and that the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corp gave

it the go-ahead at a meeting in Beirut. Another Journal report claims (https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-

east/hamas-fighters-trained-in-iran-before-oct-7-attacks-e2a8dbb9)  that in the weeks leading up to the assault,

hundreds of Hamas and other Islamist militants received specialized training in Iran. Iran, for its part, denied

(https://amwaj.media/article/exclusive-we-are-not-involved-iran-insists-after-hamas-attack-on-israel)

 playing any role in the attack, and US intelligence suggests that the Hamas attack surprised

(https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/11/us/politics/iran-israel-gaza-hamas-us-intelligence.html)  Iran,

undermining the theory it played a direct role in planning or training operatives for the plot. Ultimately, the details of

Iran’s role in the plot itself will emerge. But this much is already clear: Iran has funded, armed, trained, and provided

intelligence to Hamas for decades. Though Hamas has multiple income streams

(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/combating-hamass-networks-illicit-finance-and-

terrorism) , funding from Iran has been especially important for the group’s military and terrorist structures...
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As details emerge of potential direct links to the attack on Israel, one thing is
clear: Hamas would not have been able to plan and conduct such an operation
without years of Iranian training, Iranian weapons, and hundreds of millions of
dollars in Iranian funding.

Read the full article on the Jerusalem Strategic Tribune website. (https://jstribune.com/levitt-the-
hamas-iran-relationship/)
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