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Brief Analysis
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The group's earliest reactions to the war were led by its Special Operations wing under Abu Hussein and two spokesmen from

his camp.

I ver since Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, the founder of Iran-backed Iraqi militia Kataib Hezbollah (/node/16641) (KH), was killed in a U.S. airstrike in January 2020, different characters
within the group have been trying to fill the vacuum (/node/17217) he left or at least gain influence in the mugawama (resistance) scene. In the context of the Hamas-Israel war that

broke out last month, this situation has resulted in KH speaking with a bewildering number of voices, underlining how its top echelon is still a relatively flat, non-hierarchical brotherhood

(/node/16187) —with all the rivalries and role division one would typically expect between "siblings."

Since the Gaza war erupted, every major mugawama faction in Iraq has issued statements

on the crisis,

and KH was not the first. The initial commentator was Asaib Ahl al-Haq (/node/16715) ’s Qais al-Khazali, who addressed the situation

immediately on October 7, underlining his eagerness to jump on any important development and demonstrate his independence before
his patrons in Tehran established a “party line” for all groups to follow. Other factions, including KH, waited longer before commenting—

first Harakat Hezbollah al-Nujaba (/node/16716) on October 9, then the Badr Organization and KH a day later.

Abu Hussein Gives KH's First Statement

The militia's first public statement came from KH's secretary general and head of its Specwl Operatlons division, Ahmad Mohsen Faraj

insights-recent-leaks) who noted on October 10, “We congratulate the great Palestinian people, our Islamic nation, and the mujahedin of
the Islamic Resistance of Palestine on their great victories for the fourth day in the face of the Zionist entity and its supporters...Our
religious obligation forces us to obey God’s orders on the battlefield when he said, 'And fight the Pagans all together as they fight you all
together.' Therefore, our rockets, drones, and special forces are on high alert to strike unique hits on the American enemy in their bases

and interests if they interfere in this battle” (Figure 1). He then asked mugawama supporters to attend Friday protests on October 13.
Statement by Abu Hussein’s Spokesman

In the week after October 10, KH issued further threats and made preparations for kinetic strikes. It did not make any reference to
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani’s October 11 speech, which some mugawama cited as justification for military action—a decision that seemingly
underlined KH’s focus on velayat-e fagih, the doctrine granting authority to Iranian Supreme Leader Ali al-Khamenei. In any case, the

KH-run social media channel Kaf began to make anti-American threats.
Following the October 17 explosion at Gaza’s al-Ahli Hospital, KH cells in Anbar were
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Abu Hussein directed KH military spokesman Jafar al-Husseini to deliver the following
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statement to the Lebanese television outlet al-Mayadeen: “The Americans are main
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PR = 2 resistance started striking the US bases” (Figure 2).
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resistance in Iraq accomplished its first strike today, and operations will continue with increased intensity. From today, the Iraqi

The next KH official to speak—at this point against a backdrop of regular KH strikes against al-Asad and al-Tanf base in Syria—was
Hossein Moanes Jabbar al-Hijami (aka Abu Ali al-Askari or Abu Musa), the head of the Hoquq (/node/17048) movement, KH’s bloc in

parliament and one of the factions that appointed and now effectively controls Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani. On October 23,

Moanes called for the removal of U.S. forces from Iraq: “We ask the government...not to repeat the mistakes of previous governments,
which were negligent in correcting the status of the foreign military presence, [and instead] to end this presence in all Iraqi bases in accordance with the parliamentary decision of January
5, 2020, and to limit [countries] to a military attache inside their embassy headquarters” (Figure 3). On October 24, the KH-controlled online brand Alwiyat al-Waad al-Haq (/node/16640)
threatened U.S. bases in Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates. (/node/17654)
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Part 2 (/node/18473) of this article looks at how KH's Hoquq political bloc and its leadership in the Popular Mobilization Forces have

navigated and exploited the Gaza crisis. %*

PART OF A SERIES

Militia Spotlight (/policy-analysis/series/militia-spotlight)

How to Use Militia Spotlight
(/policy-analysis/how-use-militia-spotlight)

Qais al-Khazali Calls for Faleh al-Fayyad's Removal as PMF Chairman
(/policy-analysis/qais-al-khazali-calls-faleh-al-fayyads-removal-pmf-chairman)

lpao jabi g1y olapll waglds

[ehjgdl guripl ol el widall
glagaull gl agao

wwwaiahadiq

Iraq's "Resistance" Factions Shift to Major Crackdown on Media Spaces
(/policy-analysis/irags-resistance-factions-shift-major-crackdown-media-spaces)

RECOMMENDED

BRIEF ANALYSIS
Emirati Military Support Is Making a Difference in Somalia

Mar 18, 2024
-
Ido Levy

(/policy-analysis/emirati-military-support-making-difference-somalia)

BRIEF ANALYSIS
Qais al-Khazali Calls for Faleh al-Fayyad's Removal as PMF Chairman

Mar 16, 2024
.

Amir al-Kaabi,

Hamdi Malik

(/policy-analysis/qais-al-khazali-calls-faleh-al-fayyads-removal-pmf-chairman)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Profile: The Hoquq Movement

Mar 15, 2024

.
Michael Knights,
Hamdi Malik,
Ameer al-Kaabi

(/policy-analysis/profile-hoqug-movement)

‘a

11/Figure¥%


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/Figure%203.%20Hussein%20Moans%20also%20known%20as%20Askari%20urging%20the%20government%20to%20expell%20coalition%20forces.JPG
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/node/18473
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/series/militia-spotlight
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/how-use-militia-spotlight
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/qais-al-khazali-calls-faleh-al-fayyads-removal-pmf-chairman
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iraqs-resistance-factions-shift-major-crackdown-media-spaces
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/emirati-military-support-making-difference-somalia
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/qais-al-khazali-calls-faleh-al-fayyads-removal-pmf-chairman
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-hoquq-movement

TOPICS

Military & Security (/policy-analysis/military-
security)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES

Iraq (/policy- Palestinians (/policy-
analysis/iraq) analysis/palestinians)

Terrorism (/policy-
analysis/terrorism)


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/military-security
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/terrorism
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iraq
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/palestinians

	Kataib Hezbollah and the Gaza Crisis (Part 1): Special Ops in the Lead
	PART OF A SERIES
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



