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Brief Analysis

Part of a series: Militia Spotli

Asaib Ahl al-Haq, Harakat Hezbollah al-Nujaba, and their facade group partners may soon
step up their attacks amid the Hamas-Israel war, albeit within limits set by Iran.

I n Part 1 (/node/18454) of this analysis, Militia Spotlight assessed how Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei seemingly
signaled Iraqi mugawama (resistance) factions this week to escalate their attacks on the "Arrogant Powers" (namely, the United
States) amid the Gaza war—an exhortation that has even swept up more politically focused factions such as the Badr Organization.

Part 2 looks at how other mugawama actors have responded.
Asaib Ahl al-Haq

In the early hours of November 1, Qais al-Khazali, leader of the Iran-backed
militia Asaib Ahl al-Haq (/node/16715) (AAH), signaled escalation against U.S.
troops in a different manner, using a social media channel to communicate with
his fighters and followers. Specifically, he posted a Quranic verse that reads, “Do

not waver nor be sad. You are the superior ones.” AAH-affiliated media have
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@ Akram_alkabee often used such verses to alert followers that an important decision, escalation,
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Just a few minutes after Khamenei's November 1 "Arrogant Powers" speech,

Akram Kaabi—leader of the Iran-backed militia Harakat al-Nujaba

B Rt et (/node/16716) (HaN) and secretary of the Iraqi Resistance Coordination
Committee (al-Haya al-Tansiqiya lil-Mugawama al-Iragiya, or Tansigiya for
Figure 1: Keahi's message that “the Istamic Resistance in short)—posted the most direct threat to U.S. forces: “The Islamic Resistance in
Trag decided to liberate Irag militarily,® Hovermbar 1, 2023

Iraq decided to liberate Iraq militarily. The matter has been settled. The next

[phase of attacks] is going to be greater” (Figure 1).
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Ashab al-Kahf (/node/16638) , a facade group affiliated with HaN, soon

responded to Kaabi's call: "The presence of one American in Iraq is too much, as
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was stated by Sayyed al-Wali [referring to Khamenei], and today the Secretary-
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General of the Islamic Resistance Harakat al-Nujaba, Sheikh Akram Kaabi,
confirmed that the Iraqi Islamic Resistance has decided to liberate Iraq
militarily and [that] the matter has been settled and the next [phase of attacks] is
going to be greater. We in the Islamic Resistance Ashab al-Kahf send an

unequivocal message that we are ready and will continue to strike American
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a mugawama facade group

cis 1o Haabi's call Tor escalation
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= readiness to fight the enemy in Iraq and other theaters" (Figure 3).
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What Is Their Intent?

In Militia Spotlight's assessment, the Iraqi mugawama are on the verge of
following Iran's order to escalate—or at least posturing in this regard along with other members of Tehran's "axis of resistance." A
greater surge in attacks inside Iraq would come at a cost to politically active mugawama figures such as Khazali and Hadi al-Ameri,
potentially damaging the "resistance government (/node/17868) " of Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani. Accordingly, the
next wave of attacks may be loud and more frequent, but probably optimized to avoid casualties and stay clear of established red

lines such as the U.S. embassy in Baghdad.

For mugawama players that do not participate in the political process (e.g., HaN, Ashab al-Kahf), raising expectations that U.S.
forces will be evicted could cost them domestically when that promise inevitably goes unfulfilled, particularly among their core
support base. Even so, they will likely still confine most of their attacks to Syria and, perhaps, the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, without
escalating in Baghdad or resorting to high-casualty tactics. The lowest-cost, lowest-risk approach available to Iraqi mugawama
would be to foster and support (/node/18441) uprisings against the U.S. presence in eastern Syria and their local partners, the

Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), or to mount attacks on Israel itself across the Golan front.

02
o


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/4.jpeg
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/node/16716
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/2.2.jpeg
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/node/16638
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/3.2.png
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/node/16626
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/node/17868
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/node/18441

PART OF A SERIES

Militia Spotlight (/policy-analysis/series/militia-spotlight)
How to Use Militia Spotlight

(/policy-analysis/how-use-militia-spotlight)

Potential Escalation in Iraq (Part 1): Khamenei and Badr
(/policy-analysis/potential-escalation-irag-part-1-khamenei-and-badr)

RECOMMENDED

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Egyptians Quietly Lambast Sisi's "Accomplishments" Ahead of Elections

Nov 1, 2023
*
Ishtar Al Shami

(/policy-analysis/egyptians-quietly-lambast-sisis-accomplishments-ahead-elections)

® 5 ﬂ‘ i
0 -3 = = - ..
& 25 = 8
S : g s
¥ 9 i -
g £ > o | 2
T N e R
e e T i -]
_. : 3 -_ﬂ “u . .
e Ve NSO =

ARTICi.ES & TESTIMUNY
Mapping Clashes Along the Israel-Lebanon Border

Nov 1, 2023


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/series/militia-spotlight
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/how-use-militia-spotlight
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/potential-escalation-iraq-part-1-khamenei-and-badr
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/egyptians-quietly-lambast-sisis-accomplishments-ahead-elections
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/mapping-clashes-along-israel-lebanon-border

3
Hanin Ghaddar,
Ahmad Sharawi

(/policy-analysis/mapping-clashes-along-israel-lebanon-border)

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY
The United States’ Indo-Pacific Strategy

Nov 1, 2023
*
Michael Singh

(/policy-analysis/united-states-indo-pacific-strategy)

TOPICS
Military & Security (/policy-analysis/military- Terrorism (/policy-
security) analysis/terrorism)
REGIONS & COUNTRIES
Iran (/policy- Iraq (/policy-

analysis/iran) analysis/iraq)


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/united-states-indo-pacific-strategy
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/military-security
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/terrorism
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iran
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iraq

	Potential Escalation in Iraq (Part 2): Asaib and Nujaba
	PART OF A SERIES
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



