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n August 20, a majority of the previously quiescent Druze minority in Syria moved to open revolt. Chanting

slogans to topple the government, demolishing statues of Bashar al-Assad and tearing down his billboard

portraits, thousands of protestors spread from the main square of the provincial capital of Sweida to most Druze

townlets and villages. On September 11, the birthday of Assad, the crowds chanted, "We will see you in the Hague" (a

reference to a future war crimes trial). The Druze were traditionally loyal to the Syrian ruling Baath Party. For them,

the fall of the Baathist regime meant the prospect of facing a radical Islamist government, and thus they chose to

remain neutral: not enlisting in compulsory military service while abstaining from initiating confrontation. Yet the

revolt of late August constitutes a dramatic departure from this neutrality towards what may prove to be a final

divorce from the regime...
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Opening a low-cost Jordanian humanitarian corridor in the south would go far
toward bolstering the Druze and preventing Assad from besieging and
starving them.

Read the full article on the Jerusalem Strategic Tribune website. (https://jstribune.com/yaari-how-to-
support-the-latest-revolt-in-syria/)

RECOMMENDED

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/ehud-yaari
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/ehud-yaari
https://jstribune.com/yaari-how-to-support-the-latest-revolt-in-syria/


BRIEF ANALYSIS

The Next Afghan Jihad? Taliban Efforts to Contain ISKP

Oct 2, 2023
◆

Amira Jadoon,
Andrew Mines,
Aaron Y. Zelin

(/policy-analysis/next-afghan-jihad-taliban-efforts-contain-iskp)

IN-DEPTH REPORTS

Oslo at 30: Personal Perspectives from Washington Institute Scholars
A Compendium

Sep 29, 2023
◆

Dennis Ross,
David Makovsky,
Neomi Neumann,
Ghaith al-Omari,
Mohammed Dajani,
Nickolay Mladenov,
Zohar Palti,
Catherine Cleveland

(/policy-analysis/oslo-30-personal-perspectives-washington-institute-scholars-compendium)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Yemen’s “Southern Hezbollah” Celebrates Coup Anniversary in Deadly Fashion

Sep 28, 2023
◆

Michael Knights,
Farzin Nadimi

(/policy-analysis/yemens-southern-hezbollah-celebrates-coup-anniversary-deadly-fashion)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/next-afghan-jihad-taliban-efforts-contain-iskp
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/oslo-30-personal-perspectives-washington-institute-scholars-compendium
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/yemens-southern-hezbollah-celebrates-coup-anniversary-deadly-fashion


TOPICS

Arab & Islamic Politics (/policy-analysis/arab-islamic-
politics)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES

Jordan (/policy-
analysis/jordan)  

Syria (/policy-
analysis/syria)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/arab-islamic-politics
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/jordan
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/syria

	How to Support the Latest Revolt in Syria
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



