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Articles & Testimony

Listen to the new season of a podcast series shining a bright light on the global terrorist and
criminal activities that Lebanese Hezbollah would rather keep hidden from view.

I ebanese Hezbollah goes to great lengths to publicize its overt, social, and political activities and to conceal its covert terrorist, militant,

and criminal pursuits. In the words of one operative, Hezbollah's "Golden Rule" is this: The Less You Know, the Better.

In this podcast, terrorism scholar Matthew Levitt sets out to break this rule by shining a bright spotlight on Hezbollah's global terrorist and
criminal activities. Levitt has been following Lebanese Hezbollah for almost three decades in and out of government. He's written books, given
expert testimony, and literally mapped Hezbollah's worldwide illicit activities in an online interactive map and timeline

hezbollahinteractivemap) .

Listen as Levitt tracks Hezbollah's evolution over the years and its operations across the globe from Thailand to Azerbaijan, West Africa to the
Gulf, then on to the U.S. and back to Lebanon. This season will explore new locations, dive deeper into the group’s modus operandi, examine
Hezbollah’s digital footprint, and expose the group’s assassination unit — responsible for the murder of Lebanese, politicians, security officials,
and intellectuals. Along the way, Levitt will speak with law enforcement officers, intelligence agents, government officials, and world-class
experts from around the globe, each of whom has first-person experience confronting Hezbollah and uncovering things the group would much

prefer nobody ever heard about.

Subscribe to Breaking Hezbollah's Golden Rule on your favorite podcatcher app. (https://shows.acast.com/breaking-

hezbollahs-golden-rule)


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/matthew-levitt
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/matthew-levitt
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap
https://shows.acast.com/breaking-hezbollahs-golden-rule

Listen to Season 1 of Breaking Hezbollah's Golden Rule. (/node/17244)

Season 2 Trailer
Trailer 1

Trailer 2

Preview Season 2 of Breaking Hezbollah's Golden Rule, a podcast series devoted to shining a bright light on the global terrorist and criminal

activities that Lebanese Hezbollah would much prefer to keep quiet. Coming soon to your favorite podcatcher.

Episode 1: Risky Business in South America

Earlier this month, the U.S. Treasury Department designated Hezbollah operative Amer Mohamed Akil Rada for coordinating the activities of
various commercial enterprises for Hezbollah, including charcoal exports from Colombia to Lebanon. Rada previously helped case targets for
Hezbollah around South America and was a member of the Hezbollah operational squad that carried out the 1994 bombing of the AMIA Jewish
community center in Buenos Aires. Here’s the backstory on Rada, recorded prior to the Treasury designation, and more on Hezbollah’s use of

front companies to hide its criminal and terrorist activities in the Western Hemisphere.

Download a transcript of this episode. (/media/6791)

Guests
Armando Cortez is Director of the Anti-Terrorist Unit within the Argentinian Attorney General’s Office. Cortez served as team leader of the

1994 AMIA Jewish community center bombing investigation.

Aurora Ortega is a U.S. government professional who has served in various positions within the U.S. Departments of Defense and the

Treasury. She is a Ph.D. candidate at George Mason University, and the author of the Institute report Hezbollah in Colombia: Past and Present

Modus Operandi and the Need for Greater Security(/node/17362) .

Show Notes

Reference Documents

e U.S. Treasury Department: The Foreign Narcotics Kin

e CIAMemo 1992: "Lebanon's Hizballah: Testing Political Waters, Keeping Militant Agenda
(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=185) "

e Treasury Designation 2004: Assad Ahmad Barakat (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=320

e 2006 U.S. Diplomatic Cable: Warning of Hezbollah Activity in Chile (https:

e Treasury Designation 2006: Barkat Network, Farouk Omairi, Galeria Page
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=363

e 2020 Atlantic Council Report: The Maduro-Hezbollah Nexus: How Iran-backed Networks Prop up the Venezuelan Regime


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/node/17244
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https://www.infobae.com/america/colombia/2018/04/07/interpol-detecta-actividades-ilicitas-de-hezbollah-en-colombia/

the-venezuelan-regime/)

o Mossad Report: Iran-Lebanon/Hezbollah/ESO/”Islamic Jihad” — Attack on the Israeli Embassy (Final Report

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1671

e Mossad Report: Iran-Lebanon/Hezbollah/ESQ/”Islamic Jihad” AMIA Attack (Final Report

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1671

e 2023: Israel Seizes $1.7 Million in Cryptocurrency from Iran and Hezbollah (https://nbctf.mod.gov.il/en/pages/28062023EN.aspx

e Treasury Designation 2023: Amer Mohamed Akil Rada, Samer Akil Rada, Mahdy Akil Helbawi, Zanga S.A.S
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1726

Lebanese Hezbollah Interactive Map

e José Salman El Reda and His Uncle Form a Hezbollah Cell in Maicao, Colombia

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1598

e Hassan Abu Abbas Opens the Sandobad Comercio Company in Sao Paulo
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1691

o Hussein Ali Gharib and Ghaleb Hassan Hamdar Arrested at Beirut Airport
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1706

e ESO Operative Amer Mohamed Akil Rada Establishes Tucan Trading S.A.R.L.
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1599

e Hassan Mohsen Mansour Uses His Business to Ship Disguised Cocaine
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1603

o Abdala Rada Ramel Deported for Drug Trafficking and Money Laundering
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1344

e Hezbollah Members Illegally Acquire Authentic Colombian Citizenship
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1597

Relevant Reading

by Matthew Levitt

Audio Sources

e Foundation for Defense of Democracies (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LgphP3ogLDc)

o Arirang News (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bHLun8WaHMs
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e The Newsmakers (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKca_xwvY7A)
Episode 2: Terror in Bangkok, Then and Now

An innocent looking hit-and-run accident in downtown Bangkok in 1994 uncovered a sophisticated Hezbollah network in Thailand, an
attempt to target the Israeli embassy there, and a decomposing body hidden in a vat full of chemical explosives. Two decades later, a new
string of Hezbollah and Iranian-directed plots in Thailand cropped up, this time involving operatives hiding explosives in bags marked as “cat
litter,” signing up for flower arrangement classes as cover for travel to Bangkok, and bulk buying bottles of nail polish remover for reasons

having nothing to do with makeup.

Download a transcript of this episode. (/media/6812)

Guests
Oded Ailam served in the Mossad for over twenty-two years, most recently as Deputy Head of Global Operations. He also served as chief of

Mossad’s counterterrorism center.

Sakdawut “Josh” Smanbut is a police colonel and superintendent in the Royal Thai Police’s Special Branch. He was involved in the

investigations into Hezbollah operatives plotting attacks in Thailand in 2012 and 2014.

Show Notes

Reference Documents

e 2000 Filipino intelligence report: Hezbollah activities in SE Asia (https:

e 2015 State Designation: Hussein Atris (https://2009-2017.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2015/04/241205.htm

e 2016 Treasury Designation: Yosef Ayad (https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jl0587

Triacetone-Triperoxide-(TATP)-.pdf

Lebanese Hezbollah Interactive Map

o “Tony” Conducts Preoperational Surveillance near Israeli Embassy in Bangkok
(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1430)

e Hussein Atris Arrested for Hezbollah Ties and Possession of Explosive Materials
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=479

e Daoud Farhat and Yosef Ayad Arrested for Plotting Passover Attack
(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=552)

Relevant Reading
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global-footprint-lebanons-party-god) by Matthew Levitt
e Long Reach of Hezbollah Makes It a Threat Close to Home (/node/4936) by Matthew Levitt
e  Hizballah Poised to Strike in Southeast Asia (/node/5933) by Matthew Levitt

Audio Sources

e Jewish News One (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUOOepyRONE)
e AlJazeera (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zaYPNIZz68E)

e Euro News (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJiD_ABKFho

Episode 3: "A Jumble of Overlapping Plots" in Baku

In 2008, Azerbaijani authorities thwarted a Hezbollah plot to target an Israeli Independence Day celebration and kidnap the Israeli
ambassador in Baku. Two Hezbollah operatives were arrested, tried, and convicted, but the group was not deterred by this setback. By 2011,
Hezbollah and Iran had formulated “a jumble of overlapping plots” that officials discovered to be part of a coordinated campaign to

assassinate foreign diplomats in at least seven countries, including in Azerbaijan.

Download a transcript of this episode. (/media/6838)
Guests

Ambassador Arthur Lenk served as Israeli Ambassador to Azerbaijan from 2005-2009, and Israeli Ambassador to South Africa, Lesotho, and
Eswatini (formally Swaziland) from 2013-2017. Ambassador Lenk also served as Director of the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ Department

of International Law. He currently serves as Principal at Lenk International Consulting Ltd.

Mahammad Mammadov is a Research Fellow at the Topchubashov Center, an independent think tank in Baku, Azerbaijan. He is an adjunct
lecturer at Khazar University. In 2020, he obtained his double MA degree in Russian, Central and East European, and Eurasian Studies from
the University of Glasgow and the University of Tartu. Mammadov specializes in foreign policy analysis and international relations theories.
His research interests include energy, connectivity, as well as geopolitical and transitional developments in the post-Soviet space with a
specific focus on Azerbauam foreign policy. He is the co-author of From the Street to the Border: Iran’s Growing Paranoia Toward Azerbaijan
, published by the Middle East Institute in

Zohar Palti is the Viterbi International Fellow at The Washington Institute. He previously served as head of the Policy & Political-Military
Bureau at Israel's Ministry of Defense, where his responsibilities included directing defense and security relationships with foreign countries.
Prior to that, he led the Mossad Intelligence Directorate and served as Counterterrorism Chief in the organization. He also served in the IDF for
26 years in the IDF Intelligence Corps at the rank of colonel. He has also held several research positions, including senior research fellow at
Harvard’s Belfer Center (2016-2017) and visiting military fellow with The Washington Institute (2004). Palti holds a BA and an Executive MA
in Middle Eastern studies from Tel Aviv University, with distinction. He is a graduate of the U.S. National Defense University's advanced
management program. In March 2022, he was awarded the U.S Department of Defense Medal for Distinguished Public Service for his major

contribution to bolstering U.S-Israel strategic defense relations.

Joby Warrick has been a reporter at the Washington Post since 1996. He has served with the Posfs investigative and national security teams,

and currently writes about the Middle East, terrorism, and weapons proliferation. He is the author of three nonfiction books, including his

2021 book Red Line: The Unra Velmg of Syria and America's Race to Destroy the Most Dangerous Arsenal in the World

encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=) , the 2016 Pulitzer Prize winning Black Flags: The Rise of ISIS, and The Triple Agent
(https://www.amazon.com/Black-Flags-Rise-Joby-Warrick/dp/0804168938) .

Show Notes

Reference Documents

e "Azerbaijan arrests alleged spies — who are the Iranian Revolutionary Guards?

guards/2012/03/14/gIQAovYCCS_blog.html) " Elizabeth Flock, The Washington Post, March 2012


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/node/4936
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/node/5933
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUOOepyR0NE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zaYPNIZz68E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJiD_ABKFho
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/media/6838
https://mei.edu/publications/streets-border-irans-growing-paranoia-toward-azerbaijan
https://www.amazon.com/Red-Line-Unraveling-Americas-Dangerous/dp/0525564810/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Black-Flags-Rise-Joby-Warrick/dp/0804168938
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mar-2023) ,” Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, March 2023

e July 2023 Press Statement: Azerbaijan State Security Service (https://www.dtx.gov.az/en/news/1772.html)

Lebanese Hezbollah Interactive Map

e Hassan Nasrallah Warns of “Open War” (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=395

e  Ali Karaki, Ali Najem Aladine, and Four Others Arrested for Plotting Embassy Attacks
(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=397)

Relevant Reading

e Chapter1p.1-3 & Chapter 12 p. 359-364 Hezbollah: The Global Footprint of Lebanon’s Party of God (/node/5396) by Matthew Levitt
e  Hizballah and the Qods Force in Iran's Shadow War with the West (/node/5443) by Matthew Levitt

paranoia-toward-azerbaijan) by Mahammad Mammadov

Audio Sources

e TRT World (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYOKyA-itQM&t=12s

o i24 News (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j9J10CqfHrM)

e ABC News (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acAtHhCPOC

e DTX Official Channel (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mth-_4M1iYE)
Episode 4: Blood Diamonds, Picassos, and lllicit Financing in Africa

Diamonds are an excellent way to smuggle and launder money - they’re very liquid, can’t be sniffed out by dogs, don’t set off metal detectors,
and are easy to conceal. Similarly, illicit funds can be laundered and stored by investing in artwork. These luxury items link Hezbollah
headquarters in Beirut to the blood diamond trade in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, art galleries in Cote d’Ivoire, and illicit business

activities in South Africa.

Correction: Iman Kobeissi was arrested in a DEA sting operation, not during the course of an FBI investigation. Please see here for the 2015

proceeds-and) .
Download a transcript of this episode. (/media/6872)
Guest

Joseph Palazzo is the Deputy Chief of the Special Financial Investigations Unit within the U.S. Department of Justice’s Money Laundering and
Asset Recovery Section (MLARS).

Show Notes

Reference Documents
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Jaques Neriah, Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs, January 2011.
e Treasury Designation 2010: Ali Tajideen and Husayn Tajideen (https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/tg997) .

e Treasury Designation 2018: Mohammad Ibrahim Bazzi (https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm0388) .

unsealed-against-specially-
designated#:~:text=A%20three%2Dcount%20indictment%20was,conduct%20unlawful%20transactions%20with%20a) .

e Rewards for Justice: Ali Saade (https://rewardsforjustice.net/rewards/ali-saade/) .

honorary-consuls-profiles/) International Consortium of Investigative Journalists, November 2022.
e Treasury Designation 2022: Ali Saade and Ibrahim Taher (https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0631) .

e “These Documents Reveal Abuses and Breakdowns in Rogue System of Global Diplomacy,” (https://www.propublica.org/article/honorary-
consuls-documents-shadow-diplomats) Debbie Cenziper of ProPublica and Will Fitzgibbon of the International Consortium of Investigative

Journalists, January 2023.

e State Department: Tenth Meeting of the Law Enforcement Coordination Groug Focuses on Countering Hizballah in Africa.

e International Consortium of Investigative Journalists Exposes Hezbollah’s Use of Honorary Consuls
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1743

e State Department Announces up to $10 Million Reward for Ali Saade and Ibrahim Taher

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1582

e Treasury Department Designated Nazem Said Ahmad and Affiliated Entities
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=746

Relevant Reading

e Chapter 9 of Hezbollah: The Global Footprint of Lebanon’s Party of God (/node/5396) by Matthew Levitt.
e  Hizbullah Narco-Terrorism: A Growing Cross-Border Threat (/node/5588) by Matthew Levitt.

o Hezbollah’s Criminal Networks: Useful Idiots, Henchmen, and Organized Criminal Facilitators (/node/3224) by Mattew Levitt, in Beyond
Convergence: World Without Order (https://cco.ndu.edu/Portals/96/Documents/books/Beyond Convergence/BEYOND CONVERGENCE World

Without Order .pdf?ver=2016-10-25-125406-170) .
e  Tehran’s International Targets: Assessing Iranian Terror Sponsorship (/node/1990) by Nathan Sales.
Audio Sources
e DW (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-0CUToSxNw)
e 60 Minutes (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIIRv8BkMn4
e Associated Press (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1L9AZtd2EzU
e Al Jazeera (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2hQCLGI3AHk)

e U.S. Department of State (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NRVkWhdY0Qo

e ProPublica (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6oBc-5Mxyk)
e Sawt Beirut International

(https://www.facebook.com/SawtBeirut/videos/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A9-
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e U.S.Immigration and Customs Enforcement (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j5JVHLOpkII

Episode 5: Hezbollah's Digital Footprint

40 years ago this week, Hezbollah blew up the barracks of U.S. Marine and French military peacekeepers in Beirut, killing about 300 people.
The group continues to carry out attacks, but has developed the means to complement and support these real-life operations through online
activities. Hezbollah was one of the first non-state actors to build up a digital presence to conduct cyber operations against its enemies. The

group also uses some unconventional means to recruit and radicalize followers and engages in cyber attacks and sleuthing targeting its

enemies. Today, Hezbollah even produces its own first-person shooter video games in which gamers kill Israeli soldiers to promote its vision

of the world to impressionable youth. This week, we shine our spotlight on Hezbollah’s digital footprint.
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Galen Lamphere-Englund is a senior research and strategic communications consultant at the nexus of violent extremism, conflict, and tech
issues. Galen co-founded the Extremism and Gaming Research Network (EGRN) and serves as a Preventing & Countering Violent Extremism
(P/CVE) advisor to a range of clients, including governments, UN agencies, and tech platforms. He has produced over 200 analytical outputs

for prominent institutions, including RUSI, USIP, Hedayah, and GIFCT. He has written extensively on online extremism, including recently co-

research.org/2023/05/26/the-online-gaming-ecosystem/) .

Douglas London is a retired, decorated, 34-year veteran of the Central Intelligence Agency’s Clandestine Service. London has served as Senior

Operations Officer, Chief of Station and CIA’s Counterterrorism Chief for South and Southwest Asia. He served primarily in the Middle East,
South and Central Asia, and Africa, with senior management positions for the Near East, Counterterrorism, Counterintelligence, Iran and

Cyber operatlons He is also a Non-resident fellow at the Middle East Institute, and is author of the book, The Recruiter: Spying and the Lost

ebook/dp/BO8RYQZNPT/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=) , concerning the CIA’s post 9/11 transformation.
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o “lebanese Cedar’ APT,” (https://www.clearskysec.com/cedar/) ClearSky Cyber Security, January 2021
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e Czech Security Intelligence Service Disrupts Hezbollah Hacking Operation
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1358

e Hezbollah Tied to Lebanese Cedar Hacking Group Computer Breaches
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1421

o Intelligence Report Notes Hezbollah Attempt to Influence U.S. Election
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1440

Relevant Reading

e "Hezbollah's West Bank Terror Network" (/node/8870) by Matthew Levitt
o Hezbollah’s Regional Activities in Support of Iran’s Proxy Networks (/node/16917) by Matthew Levitt, pp. 18

Audio Sources
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e i24 News (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wXB_5iUEvJ0)

o Associated Press (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q6D0QaFVgPI

Episode 6: Sleeper Cells and Surveillance in the U.S.

In 2017, two Hezbollah operatives were arrested on the same day for conducting independent surveillance operations on U.S. targets across
the country. A third was arrested in July 2019 for taking pictures of a number of high-profile U.S. landmarks and communicating this
information back to Beirut through his Hezbollah handlers. These three cases received a lot of media attention. A fourth didn’t, despite one

operative’s efforts to stockpile bomb-making materials...in Houston, Texas.

Download a transcript of this episode. (/media/6917)
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e U.S. Department of State: Briefing on U.S. Efforts to Counter Hizballah (https:
hizballah/index.html) , Nicholas Rasmussen, October 2017

terrorists-caught-stockpiling-explosives-north-west/) Ben Riley-Smith, The Telegraph, June 2019

Hisbollah.html) Daniel-Dylan Béhmer, Die Welt, August 2020

o Hezbollah’s Operations and Networks in the United States: Two Decades in Review

, Anyssia S. Kokinos, Nakissa P. Jahanbani, Jon Lewis, and Devorah Margolin, The George Washington University Program on Extremism, June

2022

e Alexei Saab complaint (https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdny/press-release/file/1203826/download) , indictment
(https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/1203796/download) , and Department of Justice sentencing press release

https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/new-jersey-man-sentenced-12-years-prison-receiving-military-type-training-hezbollah-marriage

o Alexei Saab Attempts Assassination of “Israeli Spy” during Training
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o Robert Assaf Pleads Guilty to Providing False Statement to a U.S. Agency
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e Ali Kourani Arrested on Terrorism, Sanctions Violation and Immigration Charges
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e Alexei Saab Convicted for Receiving Military-Type Training from Hezbollah, Marriage Fraud, and Making False Statements
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e American Jewish Committee (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpRMYSh7AZY

Episode 7: Operations and lllicit Finance in the Gulf

Two Hezbollah financiers based in Qatar secretly raised tens of millions of dollars for Hezbollah through banks and cash couriers. The
operatives leveraged family connections and utilized a complex web of bank accounts and real estate projects across several Gulf countries to
funnel large sums of money back to Lebanon. Hezbollah has a long history of carrying out attacks in the Gulf, but it also sees the region as a
lucrative place for raising illicit funds to finance the group. Gulf states have taken notice, and more recently taken action targeting Hezbollah

financing in the region.
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e U.S. Treasury Department Designation: Khalil Harb (https: hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=529) (August 2013)

e U.S. Treasury Department: Treasury and the Terrorist Financing Targeting Center Partner Together to Sanction Hizballah’s Senior Leadership
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e U.S. Treasury Department: Treasury Sanctions Network Financing Houthi Aggression and Instability in Yemen
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o Khobar Towers Bombed (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=214

e Thirteen Bahrainis and Two Iragis Arrested for Suspected Ties to Terrorism
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=220

e Bahraini Hezbollah Cell Arrested for Plotting a "Series of Dangerous Bombings"
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=596

e  Gulf Cooperation Council Designates Hezbollah as a Terrorist Organization
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=602

Relevant Reading

e Chapter 7 & Chapter 10 of Hezbollah: The Global Footprint of Lebanon’s Party of God (/node/5396) by Matthew Levitt
e "Hezbollah’s Regional Activity in Support of Iran’s Proxy Networks" (/node/16917) by Matthew Levitt
o "The Evolution of Shi’a Insurgency in Bahrain" (/node/2467) by Michael Knights and Matthew Levitt

e "Hezbollah’s Pivot Toward the Gulf" (/node/3340) by Matthew Levitt

e "Anatomy of a Bombing" (/node/4004) by Matthew Levitt

e "Iranian and Hezbollah Threats to Saudi Arabia: Past Precedents" (/node/4168) by Matthew Levitt

e "Hezbollah in Iraq: A Little Help Can Go a Long Way" (/node/4665) by Matthew Levitt and Nadav Pollak
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e TRT World (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kjwk_5s5bs

Episode 8: Hezbollah Assassinations Unit 121

Hezbollah buys grassroots support in Lebanon where and when it can, but the group turns to intimidation and even murder when a vocal
opponent can’t be bought. Hezbollah’s elite, highly-secretive Unit 121 is the group’s death squad, which carries out assassinations of Lebanese
politicians, military and law enforcement officers, and intellectuals who oppose the group’s illicit activities. This is no rogue unit—officials say

Unit 121 operates under the direct orders of senior Hezbollah leadership.

Download a transcript of this episode. (/media/6965)
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Monika Borgmann is a German-Lebanese award-winning documentary filmmaker and Co-Director of UMAM Documentation and Research, a
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anti-Hezbollah activist and filmmaker Lokman Slim, who was assassinated in 2021.

Joby Warrick has been a reporter at the Washington Postsince 1996. He has served with the Post’s investigative and national security teams,
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David Schenker is the Taube Senior Fellow at The Washington Institute and director of the Linda and Tony Rubin Program on Arab Politics
(/node/15982) . Confirmed by the Senate on June 5, 2019, he served as Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs through January
2021. From 2006-2019, Schenker was director of the Program on Arab Politics at The Washington Institute. From 2002 to 2006, Schenker
served in the Office of the Secretary of Defense as Levant country director, the Pentagon's top policy aide on the Arab nations of the Levant. He
is the author of the 2017 Institute study, Beyvond Islamists and Autocrats: Prospects for Political Reform Post Arab Spring (/node/2561) and

2013 study No Good Outcome: How Israel Could be Drawn into the Syrian Conflict (/node/4959) .
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Reference Documents

e Washington Post. "Man convicted in 2005 assassination of former Lebanese prime minister was part of a Hezbollah hit squad, officials say"

www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/man-convicted-in-2005-assassination-of-former-lebanese-prime-minister-was-

e Special Tribunal for Lebanon: Sentencing Judgment for Hassan Habib Merhi and Hussin Hassan Obeissi_(https://www.stl-
tsl.org/crs/assets/Uploads/20220616-F0061-S2-PUBLIC-Sentencing-Judgment-EN-Web.pdf)

e New York Times: "Prominent Lebanese Critic of Hezbollah is Killed"
killed-hezbollah.html

e Human Rights Watch: Lebanon:

flawed-investigations-politically-sensitive-murders

Lebanese Hezbollah Interactive Map

o New Zealand Designated Hezbollah’s Military Wing as a Terrorist Organization
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=453


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kjwk_5s5bs
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/media/6965
https://www.amazon.com/Red-Line-Unraveling-Americas-Dangerous-ebook/dp/B083RZTNBF/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
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https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/node/4959
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https://www.stl-tsl.org/crs/assets/Uploads/20220616-F0061-S2-PUBLIC-Sentencing-Judgment-EN-Web.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/04/world/middleeast/lokman-slim-killed-hezbollah.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/02/03/lebanon-flawed-investigations-politically-sensitive-murders
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=326
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1034
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1426
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=399
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=453

e Hezbollah Critic Lokman Slim Found Shot Dead in Hezbollah-Controlled Southern City
(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1431)

Levitt

Audio Sources

e Link TV (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wy5NjSm6Eik)
o Al Jazeera (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SW8JFfr_E68&t=1s)

e CBS (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c60G5bKQfa8&t=42s

e Euro News (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRVvCmw-c7

e Al Jazeera (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WJyPPvWkmJ4 &t=384s)
e France 24 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWL 9GI5-w1E)

e Al Jazeera (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBMi4xPNKfY)
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