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rones have proliferated over the past decade, offering a cheap, effective precision-strike capability and

leading to an inflection point wherein the United States can no longer count on complete air superiority. As

former U.S. Central Command head Kenneth McKenzie put it, “Until we are able to develop and field a networked

capability to detect and defeat [drones], the advantage will remain with the attacker.” The United States and other

countries have therefore begun investing in counter-drone systems to complement and augment legacy air defense

systems that have already proven effective in the role. Conflicts in the Middle East, Ukraine, and elsewhere suggest

that progress in drone technology will require corresponding adjustments in counter-drone capabilities to fill gaps

and lower the costs of interception.
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Military officials are seeking not a silver bullet but instead advances based on
existing layered, interoperable systems.

In this lavishly illustrated Policy Note, Eric Feely details counter-drone approaches used in recent conflicts and what

they could mean for the future of warfare. Military officials, he writes, are not seeking a silver bullet on this front, but

rather advances based on existing layered, interoperable systems capable of providing kinetic and nonkinetic

solutions.
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