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This collection reveals the growing prevalence of nonkinetic tools while
exploring the balance authorities must strike between preventing attacks and
protecting civil rights.

T wo very different events epitomized the CT/CVE challenge facing the incoming Biden administration in 2021:
the January 6 insurrection at the Capitol and the August U.S. troop withdrawal from Afghanistan. The first
reflected the sharp rise in violent extremism from white supremacists, anti-government actors, and other similar
figures, while the second presented the disturbing prospect of Taliban-ruled Afghanistan as a haven for Islamist
terrorism. These watershed moments occurred as Washington sought to free up funds to address a wide range of
equally important national security issues, from the rise of China and Russia, to climate change, domestic

infrastructure needs, and public health issues.

The tenth volume of The Washington Institute’s Counterterrorism Lecture Series, edited by Matthew Levitt, covers
the period January 2021 to March 2022. While revealing a trend toward nonkinetic tools—as indicated by a full-day
Institute panel devoted to the subject—the selections also probe the delicate but necessary balance officials must

strike between preventing attacks and protecting civil rights.
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