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ore intensive American engagement with Libya is long overdue. Stabilizing the country could quickly return

between 500,000 and 1 million barrels of oil per day to the market. It would also deal a strategic blow to

Russia, which has deployed its Wagner Group mercenaries there for at least three years. Libya certainly has its

challenges, but pumping oil should not be one of them. After the 2011 revolution, production rebounded

unexpectedly to its pre-war level of 1.3 million b/d. Since then, it has reached up to 1.4-1.5 million b/d but also

dropped to almost nothing during the 2014-2015 and 2019-2020 civil wars. Fields and export terminals need

upgrades and investment. Much more significant, however, is the regular seizures of facilities to extort the interim

government for payments or, in the case of the renegade General Khalifa Haftar, occupying fields and terminals for

revenue. At a time of soaring prices, Haftar has cost Libya over $3 billion in lost oil revenue. He is also costing

Americans at the pump...

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Ben Fishman (/experts/ben-fishman)
Ben Fishman is a Senior Fellow in The Washington Institute's Program on Arab Politics.

Increased Saudi production will mean little if Libyan production remains
unreliable, so it's time to play hardball with Haftar.

Read the full article on the National Interest website. (https://nationalinterest.org/feature/libya-could-
make-or-break-biden%E2%80%99s-middle-east-oil-diplomacy-203500)
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