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resident Joe Biden’s recent marathon press conference demonstrated once again that he and Russia’s

President Vladimir Putin speak two different languages: Biden speaks of conflict avoidance, and Putin of

coercion. While Biden said that a limited Russian incursion into Ukraine would essentially produce a debate among

NATO members over how to respond, Putin has defined the agenda by moving large forces and military equipment

from as far away as the Russian border with North Korea to confront Ukraine. Even as the United States is hoping to

deter, now with threats of sanctions and potential deployments to Europe, Putin acts to compel a response to his

objectives. He was not always so keen to confront openly. So how did we get here?...
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If Washington wants Putin to act differently, it must demonstrate less risk
aversion, whether in Ukraine or in Middle East conflict zones like Syria and Iraq.

Read the full article on the National Interest website. (https://nationalinterest.org/feature/it-time-get-
tough-russia-200108)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/dennis-ross
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/anna-borshchevskaya
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/ar/policy-analysis/hl-han-alwqt-lltaml-bqswt-m-rwsya
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/dennis-ross
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/anna-borshchevskaya
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/it-time-get-tough-russia-200108


RECOMMENDED

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Targeting the Islamic State: Jihadist Military Threats and the U.S. Response

February 16, 2022, starting at 12:00 p.m. EST (1700 GMT)
◆

Ido Levy,
Craig Whiteside

(/policy-analysis/targeting-islamic-state-jihadist-military-threats-and-us-response)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Challenges to Taliban Rule and Potential Impacts for the Region

Feb 9, 2022
◆

Mohamed Mokhtar Qandil

(/policy-analysis/challenges-taliban-rule-and-potential-impacts-region)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

The Middle East at the Olympics: Six Countries Compete While Great Power Politics on
Display

Feb 9, 2022
◆

Carol Silber

(/policy-analysis/middle-east-olympics-six-countries-compete-while-great-power-politics-display)

TOPICS

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/targeting-islamic-state-jihadist-military-threats-and-us-response
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/challenges-taliban-rule-and-potential-impacts-region
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/middle-east-olympics-six-countries-compete-while-great-power-politics-display


Great Power Competition (/policy-analysis/great-power-
competition)  

Military & Security (/policy-analysis/military-
security)

U.S. Policy (/policy-analysis/us-
policy)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES

Iraq (/policy-
analysis/iraq)  

Syria (/policy-
analysis/syria)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/great-power-competition
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/military-security
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/us-policy
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iraq
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/syria

	Is It Time to Get Tough With Russia?
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



