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Articles & Testimony

Listen to a podcast series shining a bright light on the global terrorist and criminal activities that Lebanese
Hezbollah would rather keep hidden from view.

I ebanese Hezbollah goes to great lengths to publicize its overt, social, and political activities and to conceal its covert terrorist, militant, and criminal

pursuits. In the words of one operative, Hezbollah's "Golden Rule" is this: The Less You Know, the Better.

In this podcast, terrorism scholar Matthew Levitt sets out to break this rule by shining a bright spotlight on Hezbollah's global terrorist and criminal activities.
Levitt has been following Lebanese Hezbollah for almost three decades in and out of government. He's written books, given expert testimony, and literally

mapped Hezbollah's worldwide illicit activities in an online interactive map and timeline (https:

Listen as Levitt tracks Hezbollah's evolution over the years and its operations across the globe from Lebanon to Kuwait, across Europe and Asia, then on to the
Western Hemisphere from Buenos Aires to New York. Along the way, he'll speak with law enforcement officers, intelligence agents, government officials, and
world-class experts from around the globe, each of whom has first-person experience confronting Hezbollah and uncovering things the group would much

prefer nobody ever heard about.

Subscribe to Breaking Hezbollah's Golden Rule on your favorite podcatcher app. (https://shows.acast.com/breaking-hezbollahs-golden-rule)

Trailer

Preview Breaking Hezbollah's Golden Rule, a podcast series devoted to shining a bright light on the global terrorist and criminal activities that the Lebanese

organization would rather remain in the shadows. Coming soon to your favorite podcatcher.

Episode 1: Origin Story - 'Wild, Wild West Beirut'
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On his first day with the State Department, Special Agent Fred Burton found a suicide bomber’s ear in a file on his desk. The bomber had targeted the U.S.
embassy in Beirut on behalf of a shadowy new group called Hezbollah. Soon, the group was carrying out even bigger attacks and kidnapping journalists and
innocent civilians for ransom. Reporting on these events, a CIA report from the time referred to the area as "Wild, Wild West Beirut." Where did this group come

from? Where did it get funding and support? And where would it strike next?

Guests:

Fred Burton (https://www.officialfredburton.com/) is a former police officer, special agent, and New York Times best-selling author. Burton’s most recent
book, Beirut Rules, follows the riveting story of the kidnapping and murder of CIA Station Chief William Buckley. His best-selling books also include his
personal memoir GHOST: Confessions of a Counterterrorism Agent, Chasing Shadows: A Special Agent's Lifelong Hunt to Bring a Cold War Assassin to Justice ,
and Under Fire: The Untold Story of the Attack in Benghazi. In the 1980’s and 1990's, Burton served as Deputy Chief of the Counterterrorism Division of the

State Department’s Diplomatic Security Service.

Dr Magnus Ranstorp (https://www.fhs.se/sc/profile-page.html?identity=400.6cb5d10d160e26219d123e7c) has been researching counterterrorism and

CVE issues for almost thirty years. He was the first author to seriously map out Lebanese Hezbollah and its connection to international terrorism in his book,
Hizb'Allah in Lebanon: The Politics of the Western Hostage Crisis. He was also part of a backchannel between Hezbollah and Israel over IDF MIAs together with
Giandomenico Picco in 2001. Currently, Dr Ranstorp is the Strategic Adviser at the Centre for Societal Security at the Swedish Defense University and Strategic

Adviser at the EU Radicalization Awareness Network.

Show Notes:
Breaking Hezbollah’s Golden Rule is hosted Dr. Matthew Levitt from the Washington Institute for Near East Policy.

It is produced by Anouk Millet from Earshot Strategies, and written by Dr. Levitt and Lauren Fredericks, a Washington Institute research assistant.

Download a full transcript of the episode. (/media/5349)

Reference Documents

e Treasury Designation: Muhammad Hussein Fadlallah (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=207)

e CIA December 1983: Terrorism Review (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=874)

e MOIS message to Syrian Ambassador 1983: Direct al-Musawi to “take spectacular action against the United States Marines”

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1305)

e CIA February 1984: Terrorism Review (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=62)

e CIA March 1984: Terrorism Review (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=877)

e CIA Memo: “Iranian Terrorist Activities in 1984” (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=804)

e CIA April 1985: Terrorism Review (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=91)

e CIA Memo 1985 on TWA Hijacking: “Iranian Involvement with Terrorism in Lebanon” (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=105)

e February 1985 National Intelligence Council: Threat Outlook (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=85)

e February 1989 State Department Cable: “Undated Info on Hizballah in Lebanon” (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=973)

Lebanese Hezbollah Interactive Map

e Hezbollah Announces its Existence in an Open Letter (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=981)

e U.S. Embassy in Beirut Bombed 1983 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=50)

e U.S. Court finds Hezbollah responsible for Beirut Embassy bombing (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1095)

e U.S. Marine Barracks Bombed (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=51)

e U.S. Court finds Iranian support for Hezbollah in Marine Barracks bombing (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1096)

e U.S. Embassy Annex, Beirut Bombed 1984 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=78)

e  William Buckley Kidnapped (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=69)

e Terry Anderson Kidnapped (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=100)

Relevant Reading

e Chapter 1 of Hezbollah: The Global Footprint of Lebanon’s Party of God (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/hezbollah-global-footprint-
lebanons-party-god) by Matthew Levitt

e The Origins of Hezbollah (https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2013/10/the-origins-of-hezbollah/280809/) by Matthew Levitt

e Why the CIA Killed Imad Mughniyeh (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/why-cia-killed-imad-mughniyeh) by Matthew Levitt

e  Hezbollah’s Vision of the West (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/hezbollahs-vision-west) by Martin Kramer
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Audio Sources

e Associated Press (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mDw7TNPoj_k)

e TV Eye (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LIFOGNQR9GE)

e Associated Press (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-S18MUAAGO0)

e Lubnan Alkawi (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RGLY5AAY8zg&t=11s)

e USA Today (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XBSEOJndWeo)

e Bob Graham Center for Public Service (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3cX08gsOmpY)

Episode 2: Hezbollah Goes Global

In December 1983, six blasts shook Kuwait’s capital city. Two prominent Hezbollah operatives oversaw the attack. Soon, bombs were going off in Paris,
Copenhagen, and Saudi Arabia. Two years later, Hezbollah operatives hijacked TWA flight 847 and murdered a USS Navy diver. What did Hezbollah want? And

why was a Lebanese-based militant group conducting attacks in Europe and the Gulf?

Download a full transcript of the episode. (/media/5369)

Guests
Dr. Hans-Jakob Schindler (https://www.counterextremism.com/press/cep-spotlight-hans-jakob-schindler) is senior director at the Counter-Extremism

Project. He is a former German security official who served at the German embassy in Tehran from 2005-2011 and later as a member and coordinator of the
ISIL, al-Qaida and Taliban Sanctions Monitoring Team at the UN Security Council. Dr. Schindler has followed Hezbollah closely for years, in and out of

government.

Hans-Georg Engelke (https://www.bmi.bund.de/EN/ministry/state-secretaries/hans-georg-engelke/hans-georg-engelke-node.html) is the State

Secretary at the German Federal Ministry of the Interior and Community. He previously served inter alia as the head of the Counterterrorism Department for

Germany’s federal domestic intelligence agency.

Nader Uskowi worked as a journalist in Iran during the 1979 Islamic Revolution. In 1982, he emigrated to the United States. There, he continued to write about
regional developments and began advising U.S. policymakers, eventually serving as a senior political advisor in Afghanistan for the U.S. Department of Defense,
before working at the Pentagon. Nader’s book, Temperature Rising (https://url.emailprotection.link/?bpvS5C8dwMNdmYbwoqTf0toHGgbjNXKxf6TviDd-
RmDIkibhqvuQpdC3zPVZv9yeKQT7DR1z0fJ-0SUIwnX-
pP3N9QVIgLFp_wthl.zQYeR7ouliepSeLlbVOZMuRIbR03Zlkx9r0wsdyvLlIgSTsap7v7XmC15reSmTFwyLGPSzo8tMOgfrRUCa402d_FrY6P1xprlk3FFXKMXH-
uhARvVI6gFTYCzgxCTeW5WSLg3cUj3ybVFehHC_02Ux6YMrfsBX8N-VIAwDB4MoicFD1zxjSy_zAcOwb6ilDi6nAeHsgkMti7Ja20IPTrjsghifRS8BOgyU-
w14aulmgXvi4COGgDKWGUOiXDgPPVTVh7M9ZPx97wGBrV7ehlxuROfHXkxjQ_ LBbMUr6-W-WCnMW2ckHF4c29WYPIcjg__YF76Ucmfi9m1iT-

06biRQ_Q7MTHTI1AF3NK-bwqcCUfhdmbCOLNmMrS000xhuHgB3-nuthtctNSmNTXGPM60oy5fdhSBh0eRw7rjxw0YJv-Z8y9hOCTk-
0Z2QKafwq_Q_o0q1Q_noD-RBE-), explores the role of the IRGC Quds Force in Iran and across the Middle East.

Reference Documents
e CIA Memo 1983: Bombings in Kuwait (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=59)

e State Department 1985: Patterns of Global Terrorism (https://www.oodaloop.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/1985pogt.pdf)

e Bassem Makki arrested 1985 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=862)

e (CIA 1986 Terrorism Review: Hezbollah links to Dawa Party (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=137)

e CIA Memo 1987: Hezbollah’s clan-based support in Bega Valley (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1144)

e Fouad Ali Salah and Hezbollah cell members arrested 1987 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=860)

e CIA 1988 Terrorism Review: Iran prefers using proxy groups to carry out its attacks (https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/DOC_0000258675.pdf)

e German court case 1997: Mykonos assassination (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=187)

e Treasury Designation 2001: Imad Mughniyeh (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=276)

e Treasury Designation 2001: Hasan Izz al-Din (https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/126/terror.pdf)

e Treasury Designation 2004: al-Manar (https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/pages/js4134.aspx)

e Mohammad Ali Hammadi FBI Most Wanted (https://www.fbi.gov/wanted/wanted_terrorists/mohammed-ali-hamadei/@@download.pdf) , arrest

(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=791) , and German release (https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CRECB-2006-
pt5/html/CRECB-2006-pt5-Pg6592-3.htm)

e Treasury Designation 2007: Martyrs Foundation (https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/pages/hp503.aspx)

e Germany bans al-Manar 2008 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1070)
e Treasury Designation 2009: Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis (https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/tg195.aspx)
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e Orphaned Children Project (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=551) banned by Germany 2014

e Treasury Designation 2015: Mustafa Badreddine (https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/jl0121.aspx

e Germany bans all Hezbollah activities 2020 (https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/pressemitteilungen/EN/2020/04/ban-of-hizb-allah-activities.html)

Lebanese Hezbollah Interactive Map

e Six Kuwait Sites Bombed 1983 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=59)
e  Kuwait Airways Flight 221 Hijacked 1984 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=81)

e Hussein Hanih Atat Arrested for Transporting Explosives at Zurich Airport 1984 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=79)

e | adispoli Cell Arrested for Planning Attack Against U.S. Embassy in Rome 1984 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=80)

e Hezbollah Attempts Assassination of Kuwaiti Emir 1985 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=98)

e Trans World Airlines Flight 847 Hijacked 1985 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=104)

e Great Synagogue of Copenhagen Bombed 1985 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=107)

e Champs-Elysees Shopping Gallery Bombed 1986 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=135)

e Mohammad Ali Hamadi Arrested for Attempted Explosives Smuggling 1987 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=791)

e Kuwait Airways Flight 422 Hijacked 1988 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=162)

e Assassination of Dr. Sadegh Sharafkandi in Mykonos 1992 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=187)

Relevant Reading

e Chapter 2 p. 35-43 & Chapter 3 of Hezbollah: The Global Footprint of Lebanon’s Party of God (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/hezbollah-
global-footprint-lebanons-party-god) by Matthew Levitt

e A Paris reset on Hezbollah? Implications for French interests and Lebanese security (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/media/4120) by Matthew Levitt

e Triumph Over Terror on Flight 847 (https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/BookDetailsPL?
bi=30584372094&searchurl=an%3Dtestrake%2Bjohn%26sortby%3D17%26tn%3Dtriumph%2Bover%2Bterror%2Bon%2Bflight%2B847&cm_sp=shippet-_-

srpl-_-titlel) by John Testrake

e Imad Mughniyeh and Hezbollah's Shadow War: A Washington Institute Backgrounder (https.//www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/imad-mughniyeh-
and-hezbollahs-shadow-war-washington-institute-backgrounder) by Matthew Levitt

Audio Sources

e Associated Press (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRgXR_69w68)

e nBeats (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-i4VRyNIKo)

e CBS, ABC, NBC and INN (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgtrrJaPvlvc)

e ABC News (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fe2YOmSBONw)

e C-SPAN (https://www.c-span.org/video/?80871-1/terrorism-report)

e Jewish News One (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTlgJUuEFho)

Episode 3: Crime and Terror in South America

South America’s Tri-Border Area has been described as “the United Nations of crime.” Along the porous borders of Argentina, Paraguay, and Brazil,
counterfeiters scheme, narco-traffickers move product and launder funds, and criminals sell fake or stolen goods on the open market. Since the 1980s, the area
has also been a hotbed of Hezbollah criminal and terrorist activities. Nobody seemed to notice—until Hezbollah operatives carried out two bombings in under

two years in Buenos Aires.

Download a full transcript of the episode. (/media/5379)

Guests
Christian Vianna de Azevedo has been a Special Agent with the Brazilian Federal Police for the past 20 years. He currently serves as the Under Secretary of
Justice and Public Security focused on intelligence and integration in the State of Minas Gerais, Brazil. He was recently deployed to the Middle East region to

investigate transnational terrorism threats and terrorism facilitation.

Mariano Federici served as the head of Argentina’s Financial Intelligence Unit from 2016 to 2020. Prior to this, he worked as senior counsel for the

International Monetary Fund’s legal department. Today, Mariano serves as a managing director at K2 Integrity in its Washington, D.C. office.

Robert Clifford spent 23 years in the FBI as a special agent, serving domestically as well as in South America, Europe, and the Middle East. In the mid-1990's,

Clifford was Acting Chief of the Iran-Hezbollah unit at FBI headquarters. From 1997-2000, he served as the supervisor of counterterrorism/counterintelligence
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in the FBI's Charlotte Field Office. Clifford retired from the FBI and is now president of Robert Clifford Consulting, an international security and investigations

consultancy specializing in domestic and international law enforcement and intelligence training. His most recent projects have been in Somalia and Ukraine.

Reference Documents
e [os Angeles Times: “Just about everything that is not biodegradable is fake (https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1998-aug-24-mn-16046-story.html) ”

e Islamic Jihad: “with all pride” claimed responsibility for Israeli embassy bombing (https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1992-03-19-mn-5905-

story.html)

e FBIReport 1994: LH was “planning some sort of spectacular act” (https://www.investigativeproject.org/documents/misc/469.pdf)

e Nasrallah orders operatives in TBA to give Barakat network “everything they need” (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=16)

e Argentina Arrest Warrant 1999: Imad Mughniyeh (https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1999-sep-04-mn-6832-story.html)

e Treasury Designation 2004: Assad Ahmad Barakat (https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/js1720.aspx)

e Nisman AMIA Investigation Report 2005 (http://albertonisman.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/2006-Nisman-indict-AMIA-full-ENG_.pdf)

e Treasury Designation 2006: Barakat Network, Farouk Omairi, Galleria Page (https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/pages/hp190.aspx)

e Argentina Arrest Warrant 2009: Samuel el-Reda (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=422)

e Treasury Designation 2016: Muhammad Hamdar (https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/jl0587.aspx)

e 2017 federal judge rules Nisman’s death a murder (https://www.cij.gov.ar/nota-28992-El-juez-Ercolini-proces--a-Diego-Lagomarsino-en-la-causa-por-la-

muerte-del-fiscal-Nisman.html)

e Argentina’s Financial Intelligence Unit 2018: froze the assets of Hezbollah financiers (https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/terrorist-financing)

e State Department 2019: Reward offer for information on Samuel el-Reda (https://2017-2021.state.gov/reward-offer-for-information-on-hizballah-key-leader-

salman-raouf-salman/index.html)

e Argentina designates Hezbollah 2019 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=711)

e Treasury Designation 2019: Salman Raouf Salman (Samuel el-Reda) (https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm737)

e U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo Remarks: Remembering AMIA (https://usoas.usmission.gov/slide/remembering-the-victims-of-amia/a-pomp-3-
48323098096_0df3852f84_k/)

e Paraguay designates Hezbollah 2019 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=723)

e Guatemala designates Hezbollah 2020 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1333)

e Honduras designates Hezbollah 2020 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=757)

e Colombia designates Hezbollah 2020 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=756)

Lebanese Hezbollah Interactive Map

e Abbas al-Musawi killed in airstrike 1992 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=180)

e Israeli Embassy in Buenos Aires Bombed 1992 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=181)

e Asociacidon Mutual Israelita Argentina (AMIA) Community Center Bombed 1994 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=196)
e Argentina announces $2 million reward for information on AMIA bombing 1994 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1442)

e Casa Apollo raided by police 2001 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=264)

e Hezbollah uses strong-arm tactics in South America (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=22)

e Muhammad Hamdar arrested for alleged attack plot 2014 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=555)

e Barakat clan uses Casino Iguazi for Hezbollah money laundering scheme 2015-2017

(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=845)

e Barakat arrested for identity theft 2018 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=665)

Relevant Reading

e Chapter 4 of Hezbollah: The Global Footprint of Lebanon’s Party of God (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/hezbollah-global-footprint-
lebanons-party-god) by Matthew Levitt

e Iranian and Hezbollah Operations in South America: Then and Now (https://cco.ndu.edu/Portals/96/Documents/prism/prism_5-4/Iranian and Hezbollah.pdf)
by Matthew Levitt

e Hezbollah’s Criminal Networks: Useful Idiots, Henchmen, and Organized Criminal Facilitators (https://cco.ndu.edu/News/Article/980812/7-hezbollahs-

criminal-networks-useful-idiots-henchmen-and-organized-criminal-fa/) by Matthew Levitt

e South of the Border, A Threat from Hezbollah (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/media/3042) by Matthew Levitt

e Hezbollah's 1992 Attack in Argentina Is a Warning for Modern-Day Europe (https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2013/03/hezbollahs-1992-

attack-in-argentina-is-a-warning-for-modern-day-europe/274160/) by Matthew Levitt

e Venezuela’s Toxic Relations with Iran and Hezbollah: An Avenue of Violence, Crime, Corruption and Terrorism

(https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1394&context=srhreports) by Christian Vianna de Azevedo
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Audio Sources

e  World Jewish Congress (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sa0OersMcI3I)

e The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kIFQXJ7v6M4)

e Foundation for Defense of Democracies (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LgphP30gLDc)

e Associated Press (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F1cwgvKQ5kQ)

e Latina Television (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1aeUsRbTx0Q)

e 24 News (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzhmCZSQUsk)

e 24 News (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aJN_ZaS|Gac)

e TeleSUR (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVN6Njjd3V4)

Episode 4: Hezbollah Support Networks in America

In Charlotte, North Carolina, a gang of Hezbollah criminals smuggled cigarettes across state lines to raise funds. But on Thursday nights, they gathered and
watched Hezbollah martyrdom videos. When the FBI began to surveil the group, agents saw the men conducting firearms training and feared they could “go
operational” at any time. The ensuing investigation, dubbed Operation Smokescreen, exposed the inner workings of a Hezbollah network in the American

heartland.

Download a full transcript of this episode. (/media/5393)

Guests

Frederick Fife (https://www.linkedin.com/in/fredfife/) is a former FBI special agent and currently a major in the New Jersey State Police where he serves as
Deputy Branch Commander of Investigations. His career includes eight years assigned to the FBI Joint Terrorism Task Force in Philadelphia where he traveled
to more than a dozen countries conducting counterterrorism operations against Hezbollah. Fife, a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, has been
honored by the FBI, US Intelligence Community, the Marine Corps Law Enforcement Foundation and the Navy League of the United States. In 2010, Fife was

named New Jersey State Police Trooper of the Year.

Robert Clifford (https://www.robertcliffordconsulting.com/about/) spent 23 years in the FBI as a special agent, serving domestically as well as in South
America, Europe, and the Middle East. In the mid-1990's, Clifford was Acting Chief of the Iran-Hezbollah unit at FBI headquarters. From 1997-2000, he served

as the supervisor of counterterrorism/counterintelligence in the FBI's Charlotte Field Office, where he managed and directed Operation Smokescreen. Clifford
retired from the FBI and is now president of Robert Clifford Consulting, an international security and investigations consultancy specializing in domestic and

international law enforcement and intelligence training. His most recent projects have been in Somalia and Ukraine.

Reference Documents

Mohamad Hammoud 2002 court case (https://casetext.com/case/hammoud-v-united-states-4) and sentencing
(https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/mohamad-youssef-hammoud-sentenced-30-years-terrorism-financing-case)

Said Harb 2002 sentencing (https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2003-mar-20-na-hezbollah20-story.html)

Robert Conrad Statement: assessment of the tools needed to fight the financing of terrorism (https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-
107shrg88867/html/CHRG-107shrg88867.htm)

2007 FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin: Operation Smokescreen (https://www.hsdl.org/?abstract&did=38614)

DOJ Indictments 2009: Hassan Hodroj, Dib Hani Harb, Moussa Ali Hamdan, Hasan Antar Karaki (https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/four-indicted-conspiring-

support-hizballah-six-others-charged-related-crimes)

Dani Tarraf 2009 arrest: charged with conspiring to acquire weapons (https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/arrests-made-case-involving-conspiracy-procure-
weapons-including-anti-aircraft-missiles)

Hassan Koumaiha 2009 arrest and charges (https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/arrests-made-case-involvin
aircraft-missiles)

Moussa Ali Hamdan extradited from Paraguay (https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/alleged-supporter-terrorist-group-extradited-paraguay)
Hassan Koumaiha 2010 court case (https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCOURTS-paed-2_09-cr-00729/pdf/USCOURTS-paed-2_09-cr-00729-1.pdf)
Sadek Koumaiha 2011 court case (https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCOURTS-paed-2_09-cr-00729/pdf/USCOURTS-paed-2_09-cr-00729-4.pdf)

-conspiracy-procure-weapons-including-anti-

LH Deputy Secretary-General Naim Qassem 2012: “We don’t have a military wing and a political one” (http://worldpolicy.org/2013/09/25/hezbollahs-
military-and-politics-any-difference/)
EU designates Hezbollah’s military wing 2013 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=527)
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https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/arrests-made-case-involving-conspiracy-procure-weapons-including-anti-aircraft-missiles
https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/alleged-supporter-terrorist-group-extradited-paraguay
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCOURTS-paed-2_09-cr-00729/pdf/USCOURTS-paed-2_09-cr-00729-1.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCOURTS-paed-2_09-cr-00729/pdf/USCOURTS-paed-2_09-cr-00729-4.pdf
http://worldpolicy.org/2013/09/25/hezbollahs-military-and-politics-any-difference/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=527

Hezbollah cell in Charlotte arrested for smuggling and money laundering (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=241)

Hezbollah tries to pass stolen currency as counterfeit (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1456)

Moussa Hamdan asks source to provide pistols for Hezbollah (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=1455)
Dib Hani Harb and FBI source meet with Hassan Hodroj in Beirut (https://www. washmgtonmstltute org[hezbollahlnteractlvemap[#ld 1454)

Dani Tarraf arrested for procuring Hezbollah weapons (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=433)

Hassan al-Lagis assassinated (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=536)

Relevant Reading

Chapter 6 of Hezbollah: The Global Footprint of Lebanon’s Party of God (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/hezbollah-global-footprint-
lebanons-party-god) by Matthew Levitt

Another Path to 'Martyrdom’ (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/another-path-martyrdom) by Matthew Levitt

On a Military Wing and a Prayer (https://foreignpolicy.com/2013/02/12/on-a-military-wing-and-a-prayer/) by Matthew Levitt

www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/there-no-distinct-hezbollah-

military-wing-so-why-ban-it) by Matthew Levitt and Jonathan Prohov

Episode 5: Hezbollah Attack Plots in Cyprus and Bulgaria

In July 2012, police arrested a well-trained Hezbollah operative named Hossam Yaacoub in Cyprus. Less than two weeks later, a Hezbollah suicide bomb killed

5 Israelis on a tourist bus in Burgas, Bulgaria. But the group wasn’t done in Cyprus. Another operative was stockpiling explosives—and waiting to act.

Download a full transcript of this episode. (/media/5423)

Guests

Dr. Magnus Norell is a senior policy advisor at The European Foundation for Democracy in Brussels and an Adjunct Scholar at The Washington Institute for
Near East Policy. He is also a research associate at the Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies in Brussels. From 1997 to 2000, Dr. Norell helped to create
a back channel between Hezbollah and Israel to facilitate the Israeli withdrawal from southern Lebanon. He previously served as an analyst for the Swedish

Secret Service and Swedish Military Intelligence.

Carter Burwell is the former counselor to the Secretary of the Treasury for Terrorism and Finance Intelligence. Prior to his role at the Treasury Department,
Mr. Burwell served as one of the top lawyers on the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee. During the Cyprus investigation, Burwell served as Assistant U.S. Attorney
in the National Security and International Crimes Unit in the U.S. Attorney’s Office in the Eastern District of Virginia. He currently practices law at Debevoise &

Plimpton.

Nickolay Mladenov is the former UN special coordinator for the Middle East peace process. Mr. Mladenov served as Bulgaria’s minister of defense from 2009-
2010 and as the minister of foreign affairs from 2010-2013. Today, he is the Segal Distinguished Visiting Fellow at the Washington Institute and director of the
Anwar Gargash Diplomatic Academy in Abu Dhabi.

Reference Documents
e Nasrallah at Mughniyeh'’s funeral: “Zionists, if you want this kind of open war...let it be an open war.” (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/beyond-rhetoric-hizballah-threats-after-mughniyeh-assassination)

e Treasury Designation 2012: Hassan Nasrallah (https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/tg1709.aspx)
e Treasury Designation 2012: Talal Hamiyeh (https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/tg1709.aspx)

e Treasury Designation 2012: Ali Musa Daqduq (https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/tg1775.aspx)

e Hossam Yaacoub sentencing (https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/cyprus-jails-hezbollah-man-for-plotting-to-kill-israelis-308000) and early release

https://in-cyprus.philenews.com/european-court-rejects-convicted-hezbollah-members-application-against-cyprus/)

e EU designates Hezbollah’s military wing 2013 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=527)

e State Department 2014: Country Reports on Terrorism (https://2009-2017.state.gov/documents/organization/239631.pdf)

e Meliad Farah: Interpol red notice (https://www.interpol.int/en/How-we-work/Notices/View-Red-Notices#2015-82915) and State Department designation
(https://2009-2017.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2015/04/241205.htm)

e Hassan al-Hajj Hassan: Interpol red notice (https://www.interpol.int/en/How-we-work/Notices/View-Red-Notices#2015-82921) and State Department
designation (https://2009-2017.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2015/04/241205.htm)

e Treasury Designation 2015: Mustapha Badreddine (https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/jl0121.aspx)

e Hussein Bassam Abdallah 2015 sentencing (https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-cyprus-security-explosives/lebanese-man-jailed-in-cyprus-ammonium-plot-
against-israelis-idUKKCNOP91AL20150629)
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e State Department Rewards for Justice 2017: Talal Hamiyeh (https://eg.usembassy.gov/rewards-justice-reward-offer-information-hizballah-key-leaders-talal-
hamiyah-fuad-shukr/)

e United States v. Ali Kourani: 2019 court case (https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/972451/download)

e Meliad Farah & Hassan al-Hajj Hassan 2020 sentencing in absentia (https://apnews.com/article/bombings-archive-black-sea-bulgaria-
0620d303fdc33bcff08119beba8d6084)
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e FadiKassab acts as Hossam Yaacoub’s handler (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=389)

e Hossam Yaacoub travels to Cyprus (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=408)

e Hossam Yaacoub conducts courier mission in Amsterdam (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=412)

e Hossam Yaacoub conducts courier mission in Lyon (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=411)

e Talal Khalil rents storage space for ammonium nitrate (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=913)

e Hossam Yaacoub conducts pre-operational surveillance in Limassol and Larnaca (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=458)

e Meliad Farah travels to Bulgaria (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=486)

e Hassan El Hajj Hassan travels to Bulgaria (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=494)

e Hossam Yaacoub arrested for plotting attack against Israeli tourists (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=506)

e Bus bombed at Sarafavo airport (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=497)

e Fake ID from Burgas bombing tied to Hezbollah (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=945)

Relevant Reading

e Chapter 12 of Hezbollah: The Global Footprint of Lebanon’s Party of God (https.//www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/hezbollah-global-footprint-
lebanons-party-god) by Matthew Levitt

e Hezbollah’s Organized Criminal Enterprises in Europe (https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/binaries/content/assets/customsites/perspectives-on-

terrorism/2013/issue-4/hezbollah%E2%80%99s-organized-criminal-enterprises-in-europe--matthew-levitt.pdf) by Matthew Levitt

e  Breaking Hezbollah’s ‘Golden Rule’: An Inside Look at the Modus Operandi of Hezbollah’s Islamic Jihad Organization

(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/media/367) by Matthew Levitt

®  Hizb Allah Resurrected: The Party of God’s Return to Tradecraft (https://ctc.usma.edu/hizb-allah-resurrected-the-party-of-gods-return-to-tradecraft/) by

Matthew Levitt

e long Reach of Hezbollah Makes It a Threat Close to Home (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/long-reach-hezbollah-makes-it-threat-close-
home) by Matthew Levitt

e On a Military Wing and a Prayer (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/military-wing-and-prayer) by Matthew Levitt

Audio Sources

e Carter School for Peace and Conflict Resolution (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQrqDxZDkpc)

e Jewish News One (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmC5i4cRrPA)

e Jewish News One (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=py9nk5YImAk)

e CBS News (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DrVsV4fH9Lc)

e The Telegraph (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rJmMwomtYXg)

e AlJazeera (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F5RgapJk_NA)

e Jewish News One (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ItN3y9W1748)

Episode 6: Operation Cedar: Hezbollah Narco-Money Laundering

European authorities weren’t looking for Hezbollah when they investigated a massive money laundering network operating across at least seven EU countries.
But when they reached out to their close partners at the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, the DEA came back with startling information: the gang
included high-ranking Hezbollah operatives and sent its profits back to Lebanon to fund Hezbollah terrorist activities. Why would Hezbollah risk drawing

additional attention from law enforcement?

Download a full transcript of the episode. (/media/5452)

Guests

Quentin Mugg was a French police captain in a unit specialized in organized crime and money laundering (OCRGDF) at the Judicial Police Central Directorate
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from 2005-2015. In 2016, Mugg helped establish the Counter Terrorism Financing unit at the Europol's European Counter Terrorism Centre (ECTC), and today
he works at the EU Drugs Unit in Europol. He is the author of Argent sale: la traque, published in French by Fayard in 2021.

Benedikt Strunz has been an investigative reporter with the German public broadcaster Norddeutscher Rundfunk (NDR) since 2011, where he reports
primarily on white-collar and organized crime. He leads international investigations for NDR and has contributed to multiple international research projects
for the International Consortium for Investigative Journalists (IC1J), the Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project (OCCRP), and Forbidden Stories,
including the "Luxemburg Leaks," "Panama Papers," "Paradise Papers,” and “Swiss Secrets.” He is also the editor responsible for the podcast "Organised Crime

- Investigating the Hidden."

John Fernandez is the former DEA Assistant Special Agent in Charge of the Special Operations Division’s Counter-Narcoterrorism Operations Center, in which
he oversaw interagency support to field investigations concerning Hezbollah’s global criminal support network. Previously, he worked as a Staff Coordinator at
the Special Operations Division. He has also worked for the DEA’s San Jose, Madrid, and Los Angeles offices, and as an Intelligence Analyst with the CIA’s Africa

and Latin America Division.

Reference Documents
e DEA “Project Cassandra” (https://www.politico.com/interactives/2017/obama-hezbollah-drug-trafficking-investigation/)

e Israeli Intelligence: Hezbollah budget slashed by 40% in 2009 (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/media/603)

o Defense Department 2010 Report: Military Power of Iran (https://man.fas.org/eprint/dod_iran_2010.pdf)

e Colombian & U.S. agents arrest more than 130 suspects & seize $23 million (https://cco.ndu.edu/BCWWO/Article/980812/7-hezbollahs-criminal-networks-

useful-idiots-henchmen-and-organized-criminal-fa/)
e Treasury Designation 2011: Ayman Joumaa (https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/tg1035.aspx)

e Treasury Designation 2011: Lebanese Canadian Bank SAL (https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/tg1057.aspx)
e DOJ Indictment 2011: Maroune Saade (https://www.justice.gov/archive/usao/nys/pressreleases/Februaryll/saademarounetalpr.pdf)

e DOJ Indictment 2011: Ayman Joumaa (https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4325659-Joumaa-Indictment.html)

e New York Attorney’s Office Files Suit 2011: Civil money laundering and forfeiture
https://www.justice.gov/archive/usao/nys/pressreleases/Decemberll/hizballahmoneylaunderingpr.pdf)

e DOJ Indictment 2014: Ali Fayad (https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4325666-Ali-Fayad-Farouzi-Indictment.html)

e DO0J 2015 Press Release: Joseph Asmar and Iman Kobeissi arrested (https://www.justice.gov/usao-edny/pr/two-hezbollah-associates-arrested-charges-

conspiring-launder-narcotics-proceeds-and)

e Treasury Designation 2016: Mohamad Noureddine & Trade Point International S.A.R.L. (https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-
releases/Pages/jl0331.aspx)

e Under Secretary of Treasury David Cohen 2016: Comments on bank designation (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Q4jRkpGEUCE&t=2099s)

e DEA 2016 Press Release: Operation Cedar (https://www.dea.gov/press-releases/2016/02/01/dea-and-european-authorities-uncover-massive-hizballah-drug-
and-money)

e DEA Derek Maltz 2017: Statement to House of Representatives (https://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA00/20170608/106094/HHRG-115-FAQ0-Wstate-
MaltzD-20170608.pdf)

e Europol 2018: Terrorism Situation & Trend Report (https://www.europol.europa.eu/cms/sites/default/files/documents/tesat_2018_1.pdf)

e State Department 2018: Country Reports on Terrorism (https://www.state.gov/reports/country-reports-on-terrorism-2018/)

e Treasury Designation 2019: Kassem Chams & Chams Money Laundering Organization (https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm650)
g g
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e DEA launches Operation Titan (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=868)

e Chekry Harb arrested following Operation Titan (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=920)

e Maroune Saade and six others arrested for providing services to Hezbollah members (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=461)

e Oussama Salhab and car dealership scheme targeted in civil suit (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=474)

e Iman Kobeissi and Joseph Asmar run money laundering network (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=533)

e Britain-based Hezbollah associate involved in money laundering and narcotics shipments

(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=543)

e Iman Kobeissi arrested for money laundering and firearms dealing (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=586)

e Joseph Asmar arrested for money laundering (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=587)

e Mohamad Noureddine and associates arrested in Operation Cedar (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=598)

e Hassan Trabulsi arrested in Operation Cedar (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=848)

e Hassan Mohsen Mansour arrested for laundering cocaine proceeds (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=961)

e Mohammad Ahmad Ammar arrested for money laundering (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=608)

e Hezbollah transports cocaine to Lebanon (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=854)


https://www.politico.com/interactives/2017/obama-hezbollah-drug-trafficking-investigation/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/media/603
https://man.fas.org/eprint/dod_iran_2010.pdf
https://cco.ndu.edu/BCWWO/Article/980812/7-hezbollahs-criminal-networks-useful-idiots-henchmen-and-organized-criminal-fa/
https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/tg1035.aspx
https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/tg1057.aspx
https://www.justice.gov/archive/usao/nys/pressreleases/February11/saademarounetalpr.pdf
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4325659-Joumaa-Indictment.html
https://www.justice.gov/archive/usao/nys/pressreleases/December11/hizballahmoneylaunderingpr.pdf
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4325666-Ali-Fayad-Farouzi-Indictment.html
https://www.justice.gov/usao-edny/pr/two-hezbollah-associates-arrested-charges-conspiring-launder-narcotics-proceeds-and
https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/jl0331.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4jRkpGEUcE&t=2099s
https://www.dea.gov/press-releases/2016/02/01/dea-and-european-authorities-uncover-massive-hizballah-drug-and-money
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA00/20170608/106094/HHRG-115-FA00-Wstate-MaltzD-20170608.pdf
https://www.europol.europa.eu/cms/sites/default/files/documents/tesat_2018_1.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/country-reports-on-terrorism-2018/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm650
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=868
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=920
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=461
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=474
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=533
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=543
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=586
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=587
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=598
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=848
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=961
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=608
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=854

Relevant Reading

e Chapters 4 and 9 of Hezbollah: The Global Footprint of Lebanon’s Party of God (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/hezbollah-global-
footprint-lebanons-party-god) by Matthew Levitt

e The Lebanese Hizbullah Financing Threat in Europe (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/media/603) by Matthew Levitt

e Hezbollah: Party of Fraud (https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/benin/2011-07-27/hezbollah-party-fraud) by Matthew Levitt

e The DEA's Targeting of Hezbollah's Global Criminal Support Network (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/deas-targeting-hezbollahs-global-

criminal-support-network) by John Fernandez

e Hezbollah’s Criminal and Terrorist Operations in Europe (https://www.ajc.org/news/hezbollahs-criminal-and-terrorist-operations-in-europe) by Matthew Levitt

e Hezbollah’s Procurement Channels: Leveraging Criminal Networks and Partnering with Iran (https://ctc.usma.edu/hezbollahs-procurement-channels-

leveraging-criminal-networks-partnering-iran/) by Matthew Levitt

e 7 Hezbollah’s Criminal Networks: Useful Idiots, Henchmen, and Organized Criminal Facilitators (https://cco.ndu.edu/BCWWO/Article/980812/7-hezbollahs-

criminal-networks-useful-idiots-henchmen-and-organized-criminal-fa/) by Matthew Levitt

e In Search of Nuance in the Debate over Hezbollah's Criminal Enterprise and the U.S. Response (https://s3.documentcloud.org/documents/7276288/IN-
SEARCH-OF-NUANCE-IN-THE-DEBATE-OVER-HEZBOLLAH.pdf) by Matthew Levitt

Audio Sources

e Associated Press (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ZtU5h_RbX4)

e CNN (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9hDm2HIWT-Q)

e CNN (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdp_2Vf5taY)

e Center for Strategic & International Studies (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4jRkpGEUCE&t=2099s)

Episode 7: Hezbollah 'Black Ops' in Western Hemisphere

OnJune 1, 2017, U.S. authorities arrested two Hezbollah sleeper agents. The operatives had created targeting packages with ready-to go-plans for possible
attacks, in the event Iranian or Hezbollah leaders deemed them necessary. They traveled on their American passports when Hezbollah sent them on missions

in Asia and South America. Where were their targets? Who was their handler? And what were they sent to do abroad?

Download a full transcript of this episode. (/media/5463)

Guests

Emil Bove is a Member of Chiesa Shahinian & Giantomasi PC, where he works in the firm’s White Collar Criminal Defense, Government Investigations, and
Cybersecurity Groups. Prior to joining the firm, Emil was a co-chief of the national security unit at the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New
York, where he worked for nearly a decade. Emil was a member of the team that tried that Kourani case, and he has extensive experience in cross-border
matters involving money laundering, foreign corruption and bribery, economic sanctions, cybersecurity, espionage, terrorism, and international drug

trafficking.

Mitchell Silber served as the Director of Intelligence Analysis at the New York City Police Department from 2005-2012 where he was a principal advisor to the
Deputy Commissioner of Intelligence on counterterrorism policy and analysis. He supervised the research, collection, and analysis for the Intelligence
Division’s entire portfolio of ongoing terrorism related investigations. Today, Mr. Silber is an Adjunct Associate Professor at Columbia’s School of International
and Public Affairs. He is the author of The Al Qaeda Factor: Plots Against the West (https://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/book/14934.html) .

Rebecca Weiner is the Assistant Commissioner for Intelligence Analysis at the NYPD Intelligence Bureau, with executive oversight over counterterrorism,
criminal, and cyber intelligence analysis and production. She manages and oversees the Intelligence Bureau's Intelligence Operations and Analysis Section and
is one of the principal advisors to the Deputy Commissioner for Intelligence and Counterterrorism. In 2010, she became the first representative of local law
enforcement to serve in the Office of the Director of National Intelligence’s National Intelligence Council. She previously served as Legal Counsel to the

Intelligence Bureau’s Intelligence Analysis Unit and as team leader for the Middle East & North Africa.

Ambassador Nathan Sales served as Ambassador-at-Large and Coordinator for Counterterrorism at the U.S. Department of State from 2017-2021. In this
position, he led diplomatic engagements to persuade a dozen key partners in Europe and the Americas to designate Hezbollah as a terrorist organization in its
entirety. Concurrently, Ambassador Sales served as acting Under Secretary of State for Civilian Security, Democracy, and Human Rights. Formerly a tenured
law professor, Ambassador Sales previously was Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy at the Department of Homeland Security. He also worked on
counterterrorism policy in the Justice Department’s Office of Legal Policy. Today, Ambassador Sales is the founder and principal of the consulting firm Fillmore

Global Strategies, and a nonresident senior fellow at the Atlantic Council.

Reference Documents
e State Department press conference 2017: Nicholas Rasmussen NCTC (https://2017-2021.state.gov/briefing-on-u-s-efforts-to-counter-hizballah/index.html)

e Nasrallah at Mughniyeh’s funeral: “Zionists, if you want this kind of open war...let it be an open war” (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
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https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/beyond-rhetoric-hizballah-threats-after-mughniyeh-assassination

analysis/beyond-rhetoric-hizballah-threats-after-mughniyeh-assassination)

e Times of Israel 2015 report: UK foiled Hezbollah ammonium nitrate plot (https://www.timesofisrael.com/uk-said-to-have-covered-up-fact-it-foiled-2015-

hezbollah-bomb-plot-near-london/)

e Ali Kourani: arrest (https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdny/pr/bronx-man-and-michigan-man-arrested-terrorist-activities-behalf-hizballah-s-islamic) , conviction

(https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/ali-kourani-convicted-manhattan-federal-court-covert-terrorist-activities-behalf-hizballah-s) , sentencing

(https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/hizballah-operative-sentenced-40-years-prison-covert-terrorist-activities-behalf-hizballah-s)

e United States v. Ali Kourani: 2017 court case (https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/972451/download)
e Samir el-Debek: arrest (https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdny/pr/bronx-man-and-michigan-man-arrested-terrorist-activities-behalf-hizballah-s-islamic

e United States v. Samer El-Debek: 2017 court case (https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/972446/download)

e Alexei Saab: indictment (https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdny/press-release/file/1203831/download

e United States v. Alexei Saab: 2019 court case (https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdny/press-release/file/1203826/download)
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e Fadi Kassab acts as Ali Kourani’s handler (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=386)

e Ali Kourani told to obtain fake identification (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=419)

e Ali Kourani travels to Guangzhou (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=418)

e Samer El Debek removes explosives precursors in Thailand (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=421)

e Samer El Debek conducts preoperational surveillance in Panama (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=464)

e Ali Kourani conducts preoperational surveillance at Toronto Pearson International Airport
(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=699)

e Ali Kourani conducts preoperational surveillance in New York City (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=37)

e Ali Kourani arrested on terrorism, sanctions violation and immigration charges (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=632)

e Samer El Debek arrested for firearms possession and receiving Hezbollah training (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/hezbollahinteractivemap/#id=700)

Relevant Reading

e Hezbollah Isn’t Just in Beirut. It’s in New York, Too (https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/06/14/hezbollah-isnt-just-in-beirut-its-in-new-york-too-canada-united-

Sstates-jfk-toronto-pearson-airports-ali-kourani-iran/) by Matthew Levitt

e  Breaking Hezbollah’s ‘Golden Rule’: An Inside Look at the Modus Operandi of Hezbollah’s Islamic Jihad Organization

(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/media/367) by Matthew Levitt

e Iran and Hezbollah’s Pre-Operational Modus Operandi in the West (https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1057610X.2020.1759487) by Mitchell
Silber & Ioan Pop

Audio Sources

e  WXYZ-TV Detroit (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_BKIWek3BM)

e U.S. Department of State (https://2017-2021.state.gov/briefing-on-u-s-efforts-to-counter-hizballah/index.html)

e 24 News (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tx19CBpz-qc)

o  WXYZ-TV Detroit (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUpdNrmxYb0)

e  WXYZ-TV Detroit (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wqdkvvIX5jE)

Episode 8: Undermining Stability in Lebanon

Hezbollah’s deep penetration of the Lebanese financial system threatens the legitimacy and stability of the state it claims to protect. After all, when Hezbollah
engages in money laundering and narcotics trafficking around the world, where does the dirty money go? Back home, to Lebanon. And critics beware—vocal

opposition to Hezbollah’s activities can be a fatal enterprise. Even for a former prime minister.

Download a full transcript of this episode. (/media/5476)
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Danny Glaser served as Assistant Secretary for Terrorist Financing and Financial Crimes in the U.S. Department of Treasury’s Office of Terrorism and
Financial Intelligence from 2011-2017. Glaser was responsible for helping to formulate and coordinate counterterrorist financing, anti-money laundering,
sanctions, and other counter-illicit finance policies. Prior to his time at Treasury, he served as the head of the U.S. Delegation to the Financial Action Task Force

(FATF) from 2001-2011. Today, Glaser is the global head of jurisdictional services at K2 Integrity and head of its Washington, D.C. office.
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Hanin Ghaddar (/node/10634) is the Friedmann Fellow in the Washington Institute’s Program on Arab Politics, where she focuses on Shia politics throughout
the Levant. The longtime managing editor of Lebanon’s NOW news website, Ghaddar shed light on a broad range of cutting-edge issues, including the evolution
of Hezbollah inside Lebanon’s fractured political system. Prior to joining NOW in 2007, Ghaddar wrote for Lebanese newspapers As-Safir, An-Nahar, and Al-
Hayat, and worked as a researcher for the United Nations Development Program regional office. She is the author of the 2022 Institute study, Hezbollahland:

Mapping Dahiya and Lebanon's Shia Community(/node/17338) .

Ambassador Nathan Sales served as Ambassador-at-Large and Coordinator for Counterterrorism at the U.S. Department of State from 2017-2021. In this
position, he led diplomatic engagements to persuade a dozen key partners in Europe and the Americas to designate Hezbollah as a terrorist organization in its
entirety. Concurrently, Ambassador Sales served as acting Under Secretary of State for Civilian Security, Democracy, and Human Rights. Formerly a tenured
law professor, Ambassador Sales previously was Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy at the Department of Homeland Security. He also worked on
counterterrorism policy in the Justice Department’s Office of Legal Policy. Today, Ambassador Sales is the founder and principal of the consulting firm Fillmore

Global Strategies, and a nonresident senior fellow at the Atlantic Council.

Quentin Mugg was a French police captain in a unit specialized on organized crime and money laundering (OCRGDF) at the Judicial Police Central Directorate
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