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In-Depth Reports

n 2014, the Islamic State shocked the world when it defeated national armies on the battlefield and seized large

swaths of territory in Iraq and Syria. The group’s military success can be traced to four key variables:

organizational innovation, shaping operations, will to fight, and a knack for retaining the initiative.  The IS military

project led not only to the declaration of a “caliphate,” but to the proliferation of jihadist franchises that devastated

countries, displaced millions, and killed tens of thousands. Yet the group’s weaknesses ultimately led to the collapse

of its territorial achievement.

Expert Ido Levy begins this pioneering study by surveying jihadist warfare from the 1970s to the present. He then

incorporates primary sources and interviews with military officers, experts, and journalists to explain how IS used

conventional military capabilities to defeat larger, better-equipped state armies and conquer land in Syria, Iraq,

Libya, the Philippines, and Nigeria. Anchored by four case studies—Ramadi, Kobane, Mosul, and Baghuz—the volume
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The IS military project led not only to the announcement of a “caliphate,” but
to the proliferation of jihadist franchises that devastated countries, displaced
millions, and killed tens of thousands.

“This is an exceptional monograph on the Islamic State military’s strategy
and tactics—easily the best I have seen. The breadth of sources makes it the
most compelling and comprehensive explanation of the rise of the group that
you will find.”

Lt. Col. Craig Whiteside, U.S. Army (Ret.), professor, U.S. Naval War College
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illuminates potential strategies to prevent a resurgence by IS or similar groups.

Download a free ebook of this monograph, right, or purchase a hard copy via Amazon.com
(https://www.amazon.com/Soldiers-End-Times-Assessing-Military-Effectiveness/dp/1538181320) .

Hard copies of this book are being made available free of charge to universities, research centers, libraries, and other

institutions. To request one, please write to Abdullah Hayek at ahayek@washingtoninstitute.org
(mailto:ahayek@washingtoninstitute.org?subject=Soldiers of End-Times) . 
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