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Iraqi militia actors appear to have had forewarning of the attack, reflecting an increasing focus on anti-coalition operations in
Syria.

O n October 20, multiple projectiles struck al-Tanf base in Syria, a point of presence for coalition advisors to local forces fighting the Islamic State. Although no injuries were sustained,
the attack was unusually heavy—seemingly a mix of drone and rocket systems (https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/attack-hits-syria-base-that-houses-us-troops-no-us-

injuries/2021/10/20/72e30022-31e5-11ec-8036-7db255bff176_story.html) , with as many as five munitions used. The coalition confirmed that the attack involved “a UAS [i.e., drone]

attack coupled with IDF," referring to indirect fire using rockets.

Claim from Facade Group

From around 22:46 hours Syria/Iraq time on October 20, Iraqi mugawama (resistance) media channels became aware of the attack, covering the news as it unfolded. They quickly (and
correctly) claimed five projectiles were used and that the attack was undertaken from both Iraq and Syria. Militia accounts also linked the attack to a week-old statement by a group called
“the Allies of Syria Operations Room,” which was issued in direct response to airstrikes conducted around Palmyra, Syria, on October 13. "The Allies of Syria Operations Room" was formed
in 2015 and includes all the mugawama militias operating in Syria including the Lebanese Hezbollah (LH). The group is led by the IRGC-Qods force. LH also plays an important role in

leading the 'Operations Room".

Shortly after the Palmyra strikes, militia channels began claiming that Israeli warplanes had used U.S.-controlled airspace over al-Tanf to
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(https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/pro-iran-militias-warn-forceful-response-after-israeli-strike-syrias-palmyra-2021-
10-14/) to threaten retaliation (https://t.me/khataam313/1223) .
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In its statement, the group claimed it had "taken a decision to respond harshly to the aggression against Palmyra." The statement went Anssa

on: "Our mission and legitimate presence in Syria has always been to help the Syrian state. We work under the auspices of the [Syrian] s 81109 edabl z051 810 D e o lnloslan dod L chlaall
state to confront the terrorists and the takfiri (apostate) project led by the Islamic State. For years, we have been subjected to attacks from : 2 daail G0 3ae b sl i S5add
the Israeli-American enemy, and these attacks were an attempt to drag us into side battles that were not among the priorities of our s pust alaal sae b A0 dely
presence in Syria.” il ol e lig

Such rhetoric is significant as a clear statement of intent for the attack on al-Tanf six days later. It is also notable for implying that the ks FRTIN wk # o g

group is not of Syrian origin (e.g., “our legitimate presence in Syria...under the auspices of the state”).
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Attributing the Attack to Iraqi Militias

We assess an Iraqi mugawama role in the attack on al-Tanf, possibly supported by
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Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. This assessment is based on several factors:

Modus operandi. To date, the use of Iranian-designed suicide drones by foreign
militias has been confined (/node/16753) to certain trusted Iraqi militias such as
Kataib Hezbollah (/node/16641) (KH). The relatively complex al-Tanf attack, which
combined one-way drones with rockets, strongly suggests either a mugawama role

(e.g., KH) or direct Iranian involvement.

Information operations. Iraqi mugawama media channels closely followed the events
and quickly disseminated information about the attack. They appeared to have access

to insider information such as rough launch locations and number of weapons used.

Prior statement. The “Allies of Syria" statement on October 14 implies that the group
did not originate in Syria, raising the likelihood that the perpetrators of the subsequent yure 3: Camagn ak al-Tan!, Doiotsr 20, 2021

attack were Iraqi.

Increased Iraqi militia aggression in Syria. Iraqi mugawamahave been experimenting with kinetic attacks on U.S. points of presence in Syria instead of Iraq. As Militia Spotlight noted in
i ttps://url.emailprotection.link/?b3PGX-WqxgkqhUafDVjzwqJMyrGffdns7F_yuhn5qUTI1j8hflhecpiOUoPsjUzIAKYNz2MG06ZLDsL.3X1F41c2Z0KChnBiqlJqsRfG7X-
pEzzhHWE7W8C7XvrRCI2cY6Z1Ie3roNZ8X2j4dyémWunyzRkk NUR5nGxxMOnQQ_u-ng-~) , rocket attacks have been reported against U.S. bases near Hasaka and oil fields in the

vicinity of Deir al-Zour. Yet very few mugawama accounts have referenced al-Tanf until now, and even fewer previous militia attacks against U.S. bases in Syria involved drones.

Location. The U.S. garrison at al-Tanf and the surrounding deconfliction zone are located on the strategic M2 highway between Damascus and Baghdad. The base is approximately 120 km

from the mugawama-controlled town of Akashat and the operating area of KH's Jazira Operations Command (https://url.emailprotection.link/?
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kOIr02KspXQEK1v7BA3dkCK6IEYt9tfrCyXYnu3tRmJpSKQF WhFNtwINCGur6fToGvkSKERC_kOXoFWuleDw-Y~) Iranian-designed drone systems. Militias also control numerous

unofficial border crossing points in the area. According to militia media reports, the munitions used in the October 20 attack originated from sites on both sides of the border.

Conclusions

Collectively, this evidence suggests a strong possibility that the attack on al-Tanf was carried out by Iranian-backed militias from the Iraqi mugawama. The immediate catalyst for the attack
may have been last week's airstrikes on Palmyra, but the militias and Iran also have a broader strategic interest in seeing the U.S. garrison on the Baghdad-Damascus highway removed.
This interest, combined with the growing number of attacks on U.S. sites elsewhere in Syria, means that further attacks are a serious possibility. The attackers' apparent success in

bypassing the no-fly zone around the garrison also raises concerns about developing militia technology and tactics.

Militia Spotlight also noted the continuation of attacks

commemorating-911) on U.S. bases in Syria even after July 29, when Iran issued guidance asking the mugawama to cease attacks in Iraq until after that country's October election. Syria

is fast becoming the least politically costly location in which the mugawama can hit U.S. points of presence—or be hit by foreign forces.
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