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The custodian of the infamous scientist’s four-decade-long journal offers new
insights into his proliferation role and relationship with Pakistani military
authorities.

D r. Abdul Qadeer Khan, the Pakistani scientist who gave nuclear secrets to Iran, Libya and North Korea, died of
COVID-19 on Sunday at age 85. But his death does not mark the end of his story. I can now write about what I
learned while reading more than 40 years of his diaries, which he wrote daily from when he began work on
Pakistan’s nuclear weapon project in 1976. The diaries, written in English, sometimes in a hasty scrawl, are an
extraordinary treasure trove. Though they are revelatory to most of us, I doubt whether they reveal anything that the
U.S. intelligence community and allied foreign agencies do not already know. I suspect the need for compromises,
which are often the essence of formulating foreign policy, has held back revealing the full picture. Pakistan, of
course, facilitated the defeat of Soviet forces in Afghanistan in the 1980s and was a crucial partner, post-9/11, in

dealing with al Qaeda, and even today needs to be handled carefully now that the Taliban again control Kabul...

diaries-tell-about-pakistans-drive-for-a-nuclear-bomb) <>

RECOMMENDED


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/simon-henderson
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/ar/policy-analysis/ma-tkshfh-mdhkrat-bd-alqdyr-khan-n-sy-bakstan-lsn-qnblt-nwwyt
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/simon-henderson
https://thehill.com/opinion/international/576186-what-aq-khans-diaries-tell-about-pakistans-drive-for-a-nuclear-bomb

BRIEF ANALYSIS._

Targeting the Islamic State: Jihadist Military Threats and the U.S. Response

February 16, 2022, starting at 12:00 p.m. EST (1700 GMT)
.

Ido Levy,

Craig Whiteside

(/policy-analysis/targeting-islamic-state-jihadist-military-threats-and-us-response)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Challenges to Taliban Rule and Potential Impacts for the Region

Feb 9, 2022
*

Mohamed Mokhtar Qandil
(/policy-analysis/challenges-taliban-rule-and-potential-impacts-region)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

The Middle East at the Olympics: Six Countries Compete While Great Power Politics on
Display

Feb 9,2022
.
Carol Silber

(/policy-analysis/middle-east-olympics-six-countries-compete-while-great-power-politics-display)

TOPICS
Military & Security (/policy-analysis/military- Proliferation (/policy-
security) analysis/proliferation)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/targeting-islamic-state-jihadist-military-threats-and-us-response
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/challenges-taliban-rule-and-potential-impacts-region
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/middle-east-olympics-six-countries-compete-while-great-power-politics-display
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/military-security
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/proliferation

Iran (/policy-
analysis/iran)


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iran

	What AQ Khan’s Diaries Tell About Pakistan’s Drive for a Nuclear Bomb
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



