Policy Analysis (/policy-analysis) /
Congressional Testimony

Designating Hezbollah as a Terrorist Organization Under
Australia’s Criminal Code

by Matthew Levitt (/fexperts/matthew-levitt)

Jun 10, 2021

Also published in Australian Parliament

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

s b

Matthew Levitt (/experts/matthew-levitt)

Matthew Levitt is the Fromer-Wexler Senior Fellow and director of the Reinhard Program on Counterterrorism and Intelligence at The Washington
Institute.

®

Articles & Testimony

As in many other countries, the group has undertaken more than enough
terrorist and criminal activity in Australia to justify an expanded listing.

’ he following is an excerpt from Dr. Levitt's testimony before the Australian Parliamentary Joint Committee on
Intelligence and Security. Download the PDF to read the full version.

There is no doubt that Lebanese Hezbollah fulfills the statutory requirements under the Australian Criminal Code
for continued designation as a terrorist organization. However, it is my expert recommendation to the Parliamentary
Joint Committee that renewal of this partial designation—to include only the group’s External Security Organization
—is insufficient. Hezbollah is structured and operates as a singular organization, a fact that the group’s own leaders
proudly proclaim. Moreover, Hezbollah politicians and civilian organizations are deeply involved in the group’s
terrorist and militant activities. As a result, an increasing number of countries and international organizations have
moved to designate the entirety of Hezbollah as a terrorist organization, including the United Kingdom, Germany,
Slovenia, Latvia, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Serbia, Lithuania, Kosovo, Argentina, Colombia, Honduras, Guatemala,

Paraguay, the Arab League, the Gulf Cooperation Council, Bahrain and more... %
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