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Hamas's example could embolden Iraqi factions to accelerate attacks on U.S. facilities at home, as well as seek some reflected
glory by claiming Syria-based attacks against Israelis.

A mid the intense flare-ups between Israel and the Palestinians, Ashab al-Kahf (/node/16638) (AK), an Iraqi facade group affiliated with Asaib Ahl al-Haq (/node/16715) (AAH),
claimed it fired five rockets at Yesud HaMaala, a location close to the Golan Heights (Figure 1). The claim was posted on mugawama (resistance) social media channels on May 14,

then quickly retracted, and then reissued by another group known for extensively posting AK’s material, underlining AK's ownership of the statement. The Israeli military confirmed

that three rockets were fired from Syria toward Israeli territory on May 14.

The threat and the AK claim followed a similar AK statement threatening U.S. forces in Iraq with “very very different responses” if they
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“directly took part in the conflict or tried to use the Iraqi territory to support the usurping entity or to provide any help from Iraq” (Figure
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defense systems, drones, anti-armor weapons, and long-range missiles,” among other

support (Figure 3).

Republic of Iraq
Istamic resistance
Sayed Al shahada Beigades

This claim was bolstered when Abu Azrael, a high-profile fighter in Kataib al-Imam Ali
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(KIA), posted on May 16 that KSS and Harakat Hezbollah al-Nujaba (/node/16716)
(HaN) were organizing volunteers to open a new front against Israel. He added that
some fighters had already been deployed (Figure 4). In March 2017, HaN launched

its Golan Liberation Brigade to help the Syrian regime "free Golan."

In short, Iragi militias are using the
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euphoric posts about the conflict.
Morale has been especially boosted
by imagery of rocket impacts, which

the mugawama spin to suggest the

strength of Iran-backed forces and S

their presumed ability to saturate

enemy missile defenses.

Iraqi groups are also framing the conflict as part of a universal mugawama struggle.
Jafar al-Husseini, Kataib Hezbollah (/node/16641) 's military spokesman, stated on

May 13 that “if the purpose of the American presence in Iraq is to protect Israel, we
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remind them that the battlefield to confront the Ziono-American enemy is one” (Figure
5).
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ultimate goal of capturing the Iraqi state, they need to force U.S. troops out of the country. Thus, they will probably try to use the Gaza
flare-up to legitimize their actions against U.S. troops in the eyes of the Iraqi population.

2
<


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/hamdi-malik
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/ar/policy-analysis/kyf-tstghl-almqawmt-alraqyt-alsra-fy-ghzt
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/hamdi-malik
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/series/militia-spotlight
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/how-use-militia-spotlight
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/node/16638
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/node/16715
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/Figure%201%20AK%20claims%20it%20has%20attacked%20Israeli%20territory%20from%20Syria%252C%20May%2014%252C%202021.jpeg
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/Figure%202%20AK%25E2%2580%2599s%20statement%252C%20May%2014%252C%202021.jpeg
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/node/16731
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/Figure%203%20KSS%25E2%2580%2599s%20statement%252C%20May%2015%252C%202021.jpeg
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/node/16716
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/Figure%204%20Abu%20Azrael%20confirms%20Iraqi%20militias%20have%20deployed%20fighters%20to%20participate%20in%20the%20conflict%252C%20May%2016%252C%202021.jpeg
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/node/16641
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/Figure%205%20KH%25E2%2580%2599s%20spokesperson%20saying%20the%20battlefield%20to%20confront%20is%20one%252C%20May%2013%252C%202021..jpeg

PART OF A SERIES

Militia Spotlight (/policy-analysis/series/militia-spotlight)

How to Use Militia Spotlight
(/policy-analysis/how-use-militia-spotlight)

psdlgms
[ o)

Kataib Hezbollah Behind "Grassroots" Iragi Fundraising for Yemen
(/policy-analysis/kataib-hezbollah-behind-grassroots-iragi-fundraising-yemen)

Militia Lionization of Esmail Qaani: C lidation or Covering Embarrassment?
(/policy-analysis/militia-lionization-esmail-qaani-consolidation-or-covering-embarrassment)

RECOMMENDED

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Iran Takes Next Steps on Rocket Technology

Feb 11,2022
.
Farzin Nadimi

(/policy-analysis/iran-takes-next-steps-rocket-technology)

_

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Saudi Arabia Adjusts Its History, Diminishing the Role of Wahhabism

Feb 11,2022
*
Simon Henderson

(/policy-analysis/saudi-arabia-adjusts-its-history-diminishing-role-wahhabism)

Matthew Levi

BREAKING
HEZBOLLAH:S

= GOLDEN
RULE &

g 4 s
ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

Podcast: Breaking Hezbollah's Golden Rule

Feb9,2022
.
Matthew Levitt

(/policy-analysis/podcast-breaking-hezbollahs-golden-rule)

TOPICS
Arab & Islamic Politics (/policy-analysis/arab-islamic- Arab-Israeli Relations (/policy-analysis/arab-israeli-
politics) relations)

Terrorism (/policy-
analysis/terrorism)

Military & Security (/policy-analysis/military-
security)


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/series/militia-spotlight
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/how-use-militia-spotlight
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/kataib-hezbollah-behind-grassroots-iraqi-fundraising-yemen
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/militia-lionization-esmail-qaani-consolidation-or-covering-embarrassment
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iran-takes-next-steps-rocket-technology
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/saudi-arabia-adjusts-its-history-diminishing-role-wahhabism
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/podcast-breaking-hezbollahs-golden-rule
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/arab-islamic-politics
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/arab-israeli-relations
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/military-security
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/terrorism

REGIONS & COUNTRIES

Iran (/policy- Iraq (/policy- Israel (/policy- North Africa (/policy-analysis/north- Syria (/policy-
analysis/iran) analysis/iraq) analysis/israel) africa) analysis/syria)


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iran
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iraq
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/israel
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/north-africa
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/syria

	How Iraqi Militias Are Exploiting the Gaza Conflict
	PART OF A SERIES
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



