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Brief Analysis

Part of a series: Militia Spotli

Harakat Hezbollah al-Nujaba proved its "axis of resistance" credentials in Syria, but its role in
terrorism and repression in Iraq is more enigmatic.

N ame: Harakat Hezbollah al-Nujaba (HaN) (Movement of the Party of God’s Noble Ones).
Type of movement: Tier 2 fasail (armed group). Kinetic military operations (largely transnational in focus).
History and objectives:

e Built around the personality and powerbase of Akram Kaabi, the senior military
commander in Mugtada al-Sadr’s Jaish al-Mahdi militia. Kaabi left Sadr's movement to

continue militant operations against U.S. forces in 2005.

e Kaabijoined the embryonic Asaib Ahl al-Hag

https://www.washingtoninstitute.or

(AAH), which was formed by Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps-Qods Force
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(IRGC-QF) and Lebanese Hezbollah. Kaabi was listed by the U.S. Treasury Department

as a Specially Designated Global Terrorist (SDGT) on September 16, 2008. (/sites/defa
04/Harakat

e In2011-13, Kaabi led a contingent of AAH fighters to participate in the Syrian civil war X
Nujaba%20

under the administrative and operational control of the IRGC-QF. He formed Harakat

Hezbollah al-Nujaba in 2013, citing differences of approach with AAH. Nujaba

Television was formed at the same time.

e HaN subsequently became the most significant and successful Iraqi volunteer

contingent (alongside Kataib Hezbollah (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/profile-kataib-hezbollah) ) in the Syrian war during the major battles in Aleppo lorakat Hezbollah al-hlujabia loge
in 2015. Inside Iraq, HaN folded many of its fighters inside the 12th Brigade of the

Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF).

e On November 4, 2015, Kaabi told al-Sumaria Television that he would answer any order from Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, including

overthrowing the Iraqgi government or fighting in any foreign war.
e Inearly March 2017, HaN announced on Iran’s Tasnim News Agency that it was forming a Golan Liberation Brigade.

e On March 5,2019, HaN was listed by the U.S. State Department as a Specially Designated Global Terrorist (SDGT) under Executive Order
13224,

e InNovember 2022, Russia intensified its ties to Nujaba by hosting U.S.-designated terrorist Akram al-Kaabi

-analysis/akram-kaabis-visit-moscow-and-its-aftermath) for high-level meetings in Moscow.

e On March 23, 2023, the Nujaba movement is assessed to have been responsible for a lethal drone attack on Kharab al-Jir/Rmeilan Landing

Zone in Syria, which killed one U.S. contractor and wounded five other U.S. persons.

e On December 3, 2023, the United States killed five HaN operatives in the act of launching a terrorist attack on American forces. All five were
described by mugawama (resistance) media as members of the PMF (/node/18527) , essentially admitting that an Iraqi state entity was

interrupted carrying out a terrorist attack on U.S. forces.

e OnJanuary 4, 2024, the United States killed at least two senior HaN commanders (https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/three-

in Baghdad due to their involvement in terrorist attacks

on American forces. Abu Tagwa al-Saeedi, deputy commander of HaN's Baghdad belt forces, was among those killed.

e Inlate January 2024, Nujaba mocked Kataib Hezbollah (https:

mugawamas-guestlon) for appearing to give in to U.S. strikes by temporarlly ceasing its anti-U.S. attacks, and Nujaba may have

whether-asaib-still-resistance-player) and portrayed Nujaba (plus Kataib Hezbollah and Kataib Sayyid al-Shuhada) as the only true kinetic

attackers still "in the field".

e OnJune 27,2024, Nujaba rallied quickly to Judge Faeq Zaidan (https:
designated-terrorist-groups-rush-support-judge-faeq-zaidan ) , head of Iraq's Supreme Judicial Council, after U.S. congressman Michael

Waltz accused him of being an Iranian tool.

e OnJuly17, 2024, Akram al-Kaabi was_shown on an Islamic Resistance in Iraq War Media video

, seemingly helping

fighters assemble a Shahed-101 X-tail explosive drone being readied for use against Eilat, Israel.

e On October 13, 2024, Kataib Sarkhat al-Quds (KSQ) —a group affiliated with Nujaba — released a video t hreatenlng to attack energy

war) . Nadhim al-Saeedi, the head of Nujaba's Executive Council, made similar threats on television on October 12, warning that the “Iraqi

resistance will strike energy centers if Iranian oil facilities are bombed.”

e On November 6, 2024, the Islamic Resistance in Iraq (IRI) War Media issued an attack claim (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-

ives-insight-attack-cell-structure) that showed 36 "martyrs" of the Iraqi mugawama since October
2023, of which seven were Nujaba fighters. None of the 7 were killed in any of the Anbar strikes: all but one died in Dibis, near Kirkuk, on

December 3, 2023, plus Abu Taqwa, the Nujaba commander killed in Baghdad on January 4, 2024.

Chain of command:


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/sites/default/files/2021-04/Harakat%20Hezbollah%20al-Nujaba%20logo_0.jpg
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-kataib-hezbollah
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/akram-kaabis-visit-moscow-and-its-aftermath
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/node/18527
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/three-iran-backed-militia-fighters-killed-baghdad-drone-strike-sources-2024-01-04/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/resist-or-not-resist-muqawamas-question
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/explaining-apparent-muqawama-de-escalation-january-28
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/nujaba-and-aah-argue-over-whether-asaib-still-resistance-player
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/four-us-designated-terrorist-groups-rush-support-judge-faeq-zaidan%20
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/akram-kaabi-shown-pretending-assemble-drone-fired-israel
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/deciphering-iraqi-militia-threats-energy-war
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/militia-list-us-greatest-hits-gives-insight-attack-cell-structure

Iran. There is clear and convincing evidence that HaN is subordinate to and partly financed by the IRGC-QF. The preponderance of the
evidence shows that Iran provides the group with financial assistance, military assistance, and intelligence sharing, as well as help in
selecting, supporting, and supervising its leadership. HaN units in Syria are under the direct operational and administrative control of the
IRGC-QF.

Partly financed by the Iragi state. HaN operates the state-funded 12th Brigade of the PMF. Chain of command nominally runs through the
Popular Mobilization Commission of the Prime Minister's Office and up to the prime minister. In practice, HaN PMF units frequently disobey

the Iraqgi government chain of command while legally remaining organs of the Iraqi state.

Affiliate relationships:

S

Strong and supportive relations with Kataib Hezbollah, Lebanese Hezbollah, and other axis of resistance transnational fighters. Akram Kaabi
has a well-publicized personal friendship with Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah. Following the January 2020 killing of IRGC-QF
commander Qasem Soleimani, HaN visitors were given high-profile treatment in Tehran, suggesting they had attained a higher status than all

other groups except Kataib Hezbollah.

Loose support to Badr and other resistance factions, especially concerning profile and recruitment, giving way to coordination when such

factions are all threatened.

Sibling rivalry with AAH, from which Kaabi defected to form HaN. AAH leader Qais al-Khazali is jealous and resentful of Akram Kaabi's

superior status with Iran.

identifies-iraqi-resistance-coordination-committee) (al-Haya al-Tansigiya lil-Mugawama al-Iraqgiya, or Tansigiya for short), as explicitly

stated by HaN spokesman Nasr al-Shammari on Dijlah TV on February 28, 2021.
Member of the Islamic Resistance in Iraq (/node/18416) .

Intelligence sharing with Russian military elements in Syria, which may include targeting assistance used to kill an American in a March 23,

2023, drone attack near Rmelan.
ubordinate elements:

Syria-based forces, including the Golan Liberation Brigade, Ammar ibn Yasir Brigade, Imam al-Hassan al-Mujtaba Brigade, and al-Hamad

Brigade.

The 12th Brigade of the PMF, an Iraqi state organ. This formation is under the administrative and operational control of HaN leaders.

Covert action cells inside Iraq that may have overlapping membership with HaN's PMF brigade and/or the Golan Liberation Brigade.
The preponderance of evidence indicates that HaN controls Fargi Ikhwat Jihad al-Electroni (Brothers of Electronic Jihad) and the NJ
Telegram channel.
Al-Nujaba TV, which was listed alongside HaN by the U.S. State Department as a Specially Designated Global Terrorist (SDGT) under
Executive Order 13224.
Al-Fateyyat al-Nujaba al-Kashfiyah (al-Nujaba Boy Scouts) is an official branch of HaN.
Nujaba is assessed (https:
since February 2, 2024, to have become the most important faction in overseeing the online operations of the Islamic Resistance in Iraq
(IRI) War Media account.
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