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ame: Al-Wehda 10,000 (Unit 10,000).

Type of movement: Media facade for Kataib Hezbollah (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-kataib-hezbollah)

(KH). Provides training for nonkinetic activities, with a focus on information operations. Propaganda social media channel. Nonviolent support

to kinetic military and paramilitary activities. 

History and objectives:

Unit 10,000 is a highly influential Telegram channel with thousands of subscribed followers.

At various points in 2020-2021, the account was among the most influential media outlets

connected to the muqawama (resistance), with apparent insider information and advance

warning of events and attacks.

Unit 10,000 was created in December 2016 as a personal channel posting non- muqawama

content. On April 29, 2020, the first muqawama-related message was posted. The account

name was likely changed to Unit 10,000 around this time.

The channel's objectives include providing training for muqawama groups to engage in a

variety of activities. The training courses include:

Cyberattacks

Management of propaganda channels

Open-source intelligence gathering, including geographic information systems

Manufacturing and using quadcopter or fixed-wing drones

Self-defense and fighting systems, mainly Krav Maga.
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Unit 10,000 mainly uses disinformation in its information operations. It does not post as

frequently as some channels (e.g., Sabereen News

(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-sabereen-news) ), but it

leads other muqawama propaganda channels when it is engaged in spreading

disinformation. Other muqawama channels appear to respect Unit 10,000 and its

creator(s), referring to it as an “intelligence” unit. 

In 2020, the account appeared to enjoy significant insider information and play a support

role in kinetic operations by disseminating news of attacks, displaying a close affinity with

KH. From around February 2021 onward, it took on a propaganda and informational role

more similar to that of Sabereen News. Unit 10,000 has been the primary source or a key

propagator for many fake attacks and campaigns. Its role as a communicator of insider

KH information has been taken up by a number of smaller accounts. The inception date and

posting style of these smaller accounts raises the possibility that Unit 10,000 is running

them as lower-profile satellites for carrying out informational tasks that Unit 10,000 is now

too prominent and well-observed to achieve. 

In February and March 2021, Unit 10,000 took part on  the Tuna & Noodles saga

(//www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/tuna-and-noodles-saga-findings-war-

words-between-militias) , mocking Sabereen News (/node/16673) and Ashab al-Kahf

(/node/16638) for ineffective rocket attacks near the U.S. Embassy Baghdad (see below).

On April 13, following an  Israeli sabotage operation at Natanz, Iran, Unit 10,000 posted a

message on its Telegram channel (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/how-iran-employed-iraqs-muqawama-its-post-

natanz-response) claiming that a Mossad center for information and special operations in Iraqi Kurdistan had been attacked, and that a number

of Israeli personnel had been killed or injured.

In late 2021, Unit 10,000 played a prominent role in threatening Iraqi security forces who played a role in upholding election results

(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/muqawama-meltdown-part-1-protesting-election ) and guarding the government

center (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/militia-assassination-surge-part-1-sabereen-and-unit-10000-threaten-iraqi-

forces ) against muqawama protests.

In January 2022, Unit 10,000 gave favorable coverage to IRGC-Qods Force leader Esmail Qaani as he visited Iraq, counter to critical coverage

of Qaani (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/militia-lionization-esmail-qaani-consolidation-or-covering-embarrassment )

by other muqawama groups at the time such as Asaib Ahl al-Haq (/node/16715) .

Chain of command:

The preponderance of the evidence indicates that Unit 10,000 is controlled by Kataib Hezbollah. This is based on based on analysis of media

linkages between Unit 10,000 and other KH-run channels. KH channels occasionally operate together in a coordinated manner; other times,

they collectively remain silent on issues covered extensively by other muqawama media. Unit 10,000 consistently operates in-line with these KH

accounts. It also champions KH-affiliated groups over those believed to be affiliated with other major militias. For example, Unit 10,000 rarely

mentions Ashab al-Kahf (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-ashab-al-kahf) (which is controlled by Asaib Ahl al-Haq

(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-asaib-ahl-al-haq-0) ), but has championed the KH-controlled Qasem al-Jabbarin

(https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-qasem-al-jabbarin) on dozens of occasions.

Affiliate relationships:

Unit 10,000 supports a few groups engaged in cyberattacks, such as:

Masada Electronic Squad

Fatemiyoun Electronic Squad (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-fatemiyoun-electronic-squad)

Neocyber.

Unit 10,000 also rhetorically supports street vigilante groups such as:

Raba Allah (https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-raba-allah)  

Ahl al-Marouf

In contrast, Unit 10,000 has had a tumultuous relationship with Sabereen News (/node/16673) (which may have been controlled by non-KH

muqawama groups at the time). In October 2020, the two channels announced a partnership, but this alliance broke apart between November

2020 and January 2021 during an apparent rift within the muqawama over strategy toward coalition forces. During this time, the two channels

appeared to criticize one another in various posts. The relationship healed after January, though the channels remain distinct.
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Subordinate elements:

Unit 10,000 operates its own media channel on Telegram.
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