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n the fifth in a series of TRANSITION 2021 memos examining the Middle East and North Africa, Michael

Eisenstadt and David Pollock assess the multifaceted strengths of the U.S.-Israel partnership and its prospects for

growth under the Biden administration. Areas for especially timely cooperation include climate resilience, agtech,

and medical research, as well as longstanding work in the military and security arenas. Israel’s recent normalization

deals with several Arab states only further widen the horizon.

“Israel is a world-class innovator in technologies that will be critical to meeting future challenges, including artificial

intelligence, information technology, and cybersecurity; sustainable water, food, and energy solutions; and high-tech

medicine,” explain the authors. “All these areas are supportive of America’s foreign policy priorities.”

Click here for a version of this paper that includes appendices and endnotes.
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In the coming weeks, TRANSITION 2021 memos by Washington Institute experts will address the broad array of

issues facing the Biden-Harris administration in the Middle East. These range from thematic issues, such as the

region’s strategic position in the context of Great Power competition and how to most effectively elevate human

rights and democracy in Middle East policy, to more discrete topics, from Arab-Israel peace diplomacy to Red Sea

security to challenges and opportunities in northwest Africa. Taken as a whole, this series of memos will present a

comprehensive approach for advancing U.S. interests in security and peace in this vital but volatile region.

This project was supported by the Irwin Levy Family Program on the U.S.-Israel Strategic Partnership; the Bernstein

and Kahn families, patrons of the authors’ fellowships; and other donors to the Institute’s Transition 2021 series. 
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