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The United States has turned toward realpolitik, but it has a strategic interest
in backing demonstrators.

A mericans long ago lost interest in the democratic experiment they set in motion more than 15 years ago in
Irag—abandoning the “freedom agenda” that was once the heart of U.S. Middle East policy in favor of a
realpolitik focused on threats like Iran. Yet while Washington has largely disengaged from domestic politics in
Baghdad, the exercise of Iraqi freedom suddenly confronts the Iranian regime with a serious strategic challenge—

both to its ambitions for regional hegemony and its own internal legitimacy....

Read the full article on the Wall Street Journal website. (https://www.wsj.com/articles/iraqi-freedom-

confronts-iranian-domination-11573515793) **
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