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An in-depth assessment of how Washington should approach Israeli-
Palestinian diplomacy at a time when the strategic foundation for American
involvement has deteriorated.

The U.S. role in the peace process can take a number of forms—convening talks between the parties; offering

incentives and disincentives to open a wider zone of possible agreement between them; and helping them devise

bridging proposals when we deem their interests compatible even though their stated positions may not be. What we

cannot do, however, is take the place of the parties themselves or simply promulgate a deal—no peace agreement

can succeed unless it has minimally sufficient political and popular support on both sides. This is not to say that the

United States cannot stake out positions in a manner that moves the talks forward...
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