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@

In-Depth Reports

F or almost four decades, the Multinational Force & Observers has protected Israel-Egypt peace and anchored
stability in the Sinai Peninsula, but a new Pentagon initiative could end the American contribution by late next
year. Defense Secretary Mark Esper has indicated that all military endeavors must now fall within a National Defense
Strategy focused on Great Power competition. Look closer, though, and America’s MFO role does just that. Both
Russia and China have recently sought deeper involvement in Egypt’s development, nuclear energy, arms

acquisition, and broader economy, so staying in Sinai means staying relevant.

This timely Policy Note is authored by two decorated military officers, Assaf Orion, a brigadier general in the Israel
Defense Forces, and Denis Thompson, a Canadian Army major general who led the MFO from 2014 to 2017. They
contend that the grand-strategic benefits of the force—nmow populated by 1,156 troops from thirteen nations—easily
justify its low cost. An American exit would likely unravel the entire MFO, putting Israel-Egypt peace and regional

stability at needless risk.
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