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Articles & Testimony

King Abdullah's 1950 annexation of “Arab Palestine” shows that a bold leader
can play his advantages well, redraw the map, gain some recognition, and still
leave only regrets.

S eventy years ago, on April 24, 1950, the parliament of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan resolved in favor of
“complete unity between the two banks of the Jordan, the eastern and western, and their union in one single
state.” Two years earlier, in the first Arab-Israeli war, the military legions of Jordan’s King Abdullah had occupied
the West Bank and had held their ground until signing an armistice with Israel in April 1949. Even earlier, Abdullah
had taken a series of steps to unify the two banks—or, more precisely, to annex the West Bank to his existing

kingdom. His 1950 “unification” of the two banks would last until the Six-Day War in June 1967.

Among Israelis, it has long been customary to dismiss Abdullah’s act as illegal, and to emphasize that,
internationally, only Britain (or only Britain and Pakistan) ever recognized it. The invading Arab states in 1948, said
Israel’s UN ambassador Chaim Herzog in 1977, “could not acquire rights of sovereignty over the territories they
occupied,” and were “without any authority unilaterally to annex” them. Therefore, “Jordan’s unilateral ‘annexation’

of Judea and Samaria in 1950...had no basis or validity in international law” and indeed “never received any

international acknowledgement.”...
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