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he violent uprising in the West Bank and Gaza has destroyed a status quo which had been tolerable, if not

entirely comfortable, for several years. Mounting casualties injected fresh urgency into the search for a new

peace process to replace one that has been stalled by differences over procedures and substance. It is not yet clear

that the latest Palestinian uprising will, over time, make the conflict any more amenable to a solution. It is clear,

however, that the United States has been thrust once more into the forefront of the effort to find one. 

In this Policy Paper, Harvey Sicherman explores the American role in renewing the peace process. Dr. Sicherman

argues that the three basic goals of U.S. policy in the Arab-Israeli arena are to deter war, to conserve the existing

peace and to create the conditions for larger peace in the future. The likelihood of a breakthrough toward

comprehensive peace, he claims, is slim. America’s opportunity is to use the current sense of urgency to help change

the balance of risks—first and foremost through interim measures to change conditions on the ground— in favor of

the peacemakers.

29 pages

RECOMMENDED

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Tracking Anti-U.S. Strikes in Iraq and Syria During the Gaza Crisis

May 4, 2024
◆

Michael Knights,
Amir al-Kaabi,
Hamdi Malik

(/policy-analysis/tracking-anti-us-strikes-iraq-and-syria-during-gaza-crisis)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/tracking-anti-us-strikes-iraq-and-syria-during-gaza-crisis


BRIEF ANALYSIS

Nuclear Agency Chief Visits Iran: Expectations and Next Steps

May 3, 2024
◆

Simon Henderson

(/policy-analysis/nuclear-agency-chief-visits-iran-expectations-and-next-steps)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

The Islamic Resistance in Iraq Collates a 200-Day Attack Scoreboard

May 3, 2024
◆

Michael Knights

(/policy-analysis/islamic-resistance-iraq-collates-200-day-attack-scoreboard)

TOPICS

Arab-Israeli Relations (/policy-analysis/arab-israeli-
relations)  

U.S. Policy (/policy-analysis/us-
policy)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES

Israel (/policy-
analysis/israel)  

Palestinians (/policy-
analysis/palestinians)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/nuclear-agency-chief-visits-iran-expectations-and-next-steps
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/islamic-resistance-iraq-collates-200-day-attack-scoreboard
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/arab-israeli-relations
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/us-policy
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/israel
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/palestinians

	Changing the Balance of Risks: U.S. Policy toward the Arab-Israeli Conflict
	29 pages
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



