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American security force assistance missions to Arab states have had only
limited success, in large part because they do not train local units to fight in a
manner well-suited to their cultural preferences and operational requirements.

The United States must develop a radically different method of training partner Arab militaries to help them better

meet future counterterrorism, unconventional, and conventional warfare challenges. Doing so will require the US

military to approach the task in a very different way than it has in the past, devoting the same creativity, willingness

to experiment, sustained focus, and seriousness of purpose to the security force assistance mission that it has to

building up its own combat capabilities. While the US military has applied cultural knowledge to the mechanics and

programmatic aspects of the SFA relationship in Iraq and elsewhere, there is little evidence to suggest it has done so

systematically and consistently in its efforts to create effective combat units or capable national security

institutions...

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/michael-eisenstadt
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/kenneth-pollack
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/michael-eisenstadt
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/kenneth-pollack
https://press.armywarcollege.edu/parameters/


RECOMMENDED

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

The Arab Approach to Mediation—Reshaping Diplomacy in a Multipolar World

Spring 2024
◆

Nickolay Mladenov

(/policy-analysis/arab-approach-mediation-reshaping-diplomacy-multipolar-world)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Tracking Anti-U.S. Strikes in Iraq and Syria During the Gaza Crisis

May 13, 2024
◆

Michael Knights,
Amir al-Kaabi,
Hamdi Malik

(/policy-analysis/tracking-anti-us-strikes-iraq-and-syria-during-gaza-crisis)

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

On Israel, Biden Is No Reagan

May 10, 2024
◆

Michael Singh

(/policy-analysis/israel-biden-no-reagan)

TOPICS

Arab & Islamic Politics (/policy-analysis/arab-islamic-
politics)  

Democracy & Reform (/policy-analysis/democracy-
reform)

Military & Security (/policy-analysis/military-
security)  

U.S. Policy (/policy-analysis/us-
policy)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES

Egypt (/policy-
analysis/egypt)  

Iraq (/policy-
analysis/iraq)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/arab-approach-mediation-reshaping-diplomacy-multipolar-world
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/tracking-anti-us-strikes-iraq-and-syria-during-gaza-crisis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/israel-biden-no-reagan
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/arab-islamic-politics
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/democracy-reform
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/military-security
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/us-policy
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/egypt
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iraq



	Training Better Arab Armies
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



