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Articles & Testimony

Continuing the status quo—a large American presence, but uncertain
American commitment—would be a high-cost, high-risk, low-reward approach.

’ he following is an abstract for a draft essay that will be published in a forthcoming compilation organized by
the University of South Florida. Download the PDF to read the full text.

While China is becoming more active in the Middle East economically, diplomatically, and militarily, its policies in
the region are often difficult for Western policymakers to predict or understand. Beijing views the Middle East
through three lenses—its direct interests in the region, Xi Jinping’s signature Belt and Road Initiative, and US-China
relations—and its policies are the result of the complex interplay of the three. China’s strategy emphasizes
maximizing economic benefits and minimizing commitments in the region, while incrementally seeking to make
strategic gains, bolster China’s regional and global profile, and challenge American predominance. The future of
China’s policy depends not just on these factors, however, but on the approach the United States chooses to take to
Beijing overall as well as on the unanswered question of what Middle East strategy Washington will pursue to
complement its broader strategy of great-power competition. The current US posture of heavy presence but strategic
diffidence in the region offers China the best of both worlds—a continued American security umbrella over a region

increasingly interested in diversifying its great-power relationships... &

University of South Florida

RECOMMENDED


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/michael-singh
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/michael-singh

001
ARTICLES & TESTIMONY
Assessing the Houthi War Effort Since October 2023

April 2024
.

Michael Knights
(/policy-analysis/assessing-houthi-war-effort-october-2023)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Coordination Framework Militias Pass New Anti-LGBTQ Legislation

Apr 29, 2024

.
Michael Knights,
Amir al-Kaabi

(/policy-analysis/coordination-framework-militias-pass-new-anti-lghtq-legislation)

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

As an American, | Am Ashamed

Apr 29,2024
.
Robert Satloff

(/policy-analysis/american-i-am-ashamed)

TOPICS

Great Power Competition (/policy-analysis/great-power- U.S. Policy (/policy-analysis/us-
competition) policy)


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/assessing-houthi-war-effort-october-2023
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/coordination-framework-militias-pass-new-anti-lgbtq-legislation
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/american-i-am-ashamed
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/great-power-competition
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/us-policy

	China and the United States in the Middle East: Between Dependency and Rivalry
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS



