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Israeli 
innovations 

in medical 
research, clinical 
applications, and 
medical instrumentation 
have helped GE and 
other firms in this field 
become global 

leaders.

Israeli 
firms played 

a major role in the 
development of instant 

messaging, VOIP, encryp-
tion technologies for 

online commerce, data-
mining programs, and 

cyber-security 
products. 

Israeli pioneering in 

water management, 

micro-irri
gation, and high-

tech agriculture, helps the 

United States and the developing 

world tackle the water and food 

security
 challenges fro

m rapid population 

growth and climate change.

A world leader 
in cleantech 

innovation, Israel’s 

breakthroughs in solar 

energy, biofuels, and reverse 

osmosis are marketed by U.S. 

companies  worldwide.

With scores of U.S. firms 

establishing R&D centers in Israel, 

innovation and R&D partnerships 

ensure the competitiveness 

of important niche 

sectors of the U.S. 

economy.

The United States can learn 

from Israel’s ability
 to build a 

flourishing economy and a 

vibrant democracy, despite 

enduring more than six 

decades of war and 

terrorism.

U.S. 
aid has 

helped foster the 
emergence of a world 
class military industry, 
which has become an 
important niche supplier 
for the United States 
and its allies.

Sharing 
of tactics, 

techniques, 
procedures, lessons 

learned, joint training and 
mutual assistance, and 

joint R&D through the U.S. 
government’s Combating 

Terrorism Technical 
Support  
Office

U.S. funding and 

joint R&D led to 

the creation of th
e firs

t 

proven national rocket/m
issile 

defense system in the world, 

and the provision of critic
al lessons 

learned for th
e United States.

Terrorist and proliferation threats,  

technical assessments 

of captured weapons, 

assessments of political/

military trends

Contributed 

to emergence of 

AirLand Battle doctrine, 

U.S. approach to air defense 

suppression, and the U.S. 

approach post-9/11 to targeting 

violent extremist groups

Israel shares lessons learned with U.S. 

law enforcement, emergency services, 

and port/a
irport a

uthoritie
s, 

and supplies technologies to 

secure border crossings, 

infrastructure, and  

air- a
nd seaports.
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U.S. support for Israel has 
gone hand-in-hand with good 
relations with the Arab states. 
U.S. ties with the Arab states 
have flourished in recent decades: 
visa applications for travel to the 
United States, trade, and military 
cooperation are at all time highs.
For complete details, see Actions, Not 
Just Attitudes: A New Paradigm for 
U.S.-Arab Relations by David Pollock 
(Washington Institute, 2010).

How the United States 
Benefits from Its Alliance 
with Israel

Israel contributes substantially to the United States in the domains of hard security (defense and intelligence) 
and soft security (economic competitiveness, sustainability, and non-military security). For the complete text and 
citations, download the study at www.washingtoninstitute.org/asset-test.

By Michael Eisenstadt and David Pollock

AIRCRAFT  
TARGETING PODS1,000

2,500 HELMET-MOUNTED
AIRCRAFT SIGHTS

15,000 MILITARY VEHICLE 
ARMOR PACKAGES

DEVELOPED IN ISRAEL, MADE IN THE USA
used by the United States and its Allies

U.S. firms have established R&D centers in 
Israel to take advantage of its leadership in 
the following fields (2012 rankings):
#1 in engineers/scientists per capita 
#1 in quality of scientific research institutions 
#1 in R&D as percentage of GDP
#1 in wastewater recycling (80%)
#2 in cleantech innovation
#4 in patents per million population
#5 in scientific publications per capita

Students from Arab countries in 
the United States

Visas from Arab countries to 
United States

Purchase of U.S. consumer 
products by Arab countries

Overall trade with Arab countries

Arab votes with the  
United States in UN
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President Obama 

25%
of U.S. exports to  
the Middle East go to 
Israel, yet Israel 
contains only

3% of the entire 
Middle East  
population.

The “innovation going on in 
Israel is critical to the future 
of the technology business.”

Bill Gates

The United States and 
Israel have “never had 
closer military and 
intelligence cooperation” 
than they do today.


