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A strategy paper being considered at the 
highest levels in Riyadh sets out three options: 

• acquire a nuclear capability as a deterrent

• maintain or enter into an alliance with an 
existing nuclear power that would offer 
protection

• try to reach a regional agreement on having 
a nuclear-free Middle East

Report in the Guardian, London, September 18, 2003



“The intractability of the region towards these efforts [to make
the Middle East a zone free of nuclear weapons] is due to the
rejection of a single state in the region—Israel…”

“Iran [must] reassure the countries in the region and the
international community that its nuclear program is peaceful…”

Saudi ambassador to the United Nations Abdullah bin Yahya al-Moallemi, 
April 30, 2014 (Saudi Press Agency)



“We do not hold any hostility to Iran and do not
wish any harm to it or to its people, who are
Muslim neighbors. But preserving our regional
balance requires that we, as a Gulf grouping,
work to create a real balance for forces with it,
including in nuclear know-how, and to be ready
for any possibility in relation to the Iranian
nuclear file. Any violation of this balance will
allow the Iranian leadership to exploit all holes to
do harm to us.”

“The lack of trust in the Iranian leadership which
arises from its double-talk and the duality of its
policies prevents us from believing what it says.”

Prince Turki al-Faisal, April 23, 2014, speaking at a security
conference in Bahrain. (Reuters)
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Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff General Rahed Sharif
watches Chinese missiles



Sultan Qaboos of Oman meets Dr. A. Q. Khan in 1990s
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Saudi special forces with Russian equipment


