
Figure 1. QME Determination Process

U.S. Foreign Policy and 
Regional Security Objectives

Does the sale of this weapons ■■

system specifically support U.S. 
interests in the region?
Will the country’s possession of ■■

this system or capability support its 
national security interests? 
Does this system promote regional ■■

interoperability with the U.S. or with 
other countries in the region?

Regional Dynamics
Do other countries in the region ■■

have this system or capability?
Do other countries have this system/■■

capability for sale and are actively 
trying to sell it to the country in 
question? 

Wild Cards
Are there potential risks ■■

this capability will be pro-
liferated to other countries 
or non-state actors within 
the region? 
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Israeli Security Concerns
Do proposed weapons exacerbate ■■

Israeli concerns with regard to preci-
sion self-guided stand-off weapons, 
sea and air superiority, capabilities 
influencing attrition ratios, or weap-
ons that can be used by terrorists?
Does this system erode Israeli tech-■■

nical advantages in other areas?
Will the sale of this system lessen ■■

Israel’s deterrent advantage from a 
psychological standpoint?
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Factors of Mitigation
Will there be restrictions on geographical  ■■

deployment, or on the type, range, and 
payload of a particular system?
Is a downgraded version available?■■

Does this system require follow-on U.S. ■■

support?
Are spare parts available on the black / ■■

gray markets?

Is it possible to build disabling safeguards ■■

into the system?
Will an end-use monitoring regime be ■■

implemented?
Can this system be easily absorbed, inte-■■

grated, operated, and employed to its full-
est potential by the purchasing country?
Can the U.S. do anything for Israel to offset ■■

the sale of this system to another country?
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